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Paris teens 
team up 


students 


By Gilda Rogers 
Staff Writer 


EAST RUTHERFORD — French fries 
and teens go together like the components 
of a McDonald's Happy Meal. That same 
togetherness and universal appeal was 
apparent amongst the 21 teens from Paris, 
France, who hooked up with Newark area 
high school students in a two-week 
exchange program from April 16-to-May 2. 

Before returning to France, all the stu- 
dents gathered for a culminating luncheon 
and rap session held at the Meadowlands 
Sheraton Hotel to discuss major issues con- 
cerning youth — violence, racism, global uni- 
fication and pop culture. The exchange ini- 
tiative was spearheaded by the Internation- 
al Resource Consortium, Inc. along with 
William Patterson University’s African, 
African-American Carribean Studies 
Department, 100 Black Men and Interna- 
tional Scientific Council for Island Develop- 
ment. The groups joined forces to cultivate 
dialogue and promote cultural enrichment 
amongst the teens. 

Representatives from these alliances 
along with Parisian director of Jeunnesse 
(Youth) Culture Leisure Technology Train- 


50 cents 


Parisian exchange students flanked by Willis Edwards III of 100 Black Men and Abdallah Bou- 
hamidi, director of Jeunesse (Youth) Culture Leisure Technology Training. 


ing, Abdallah Bouhamidi, conducted at 
times what became a very spirited round- 
table session. In responding to the 
Columbine High School tragedy, where 15 
people were killed, the students shared the 
same feelings about the massacre. 

“I was not surprised with the incident in 
Columbine when you see movies like “Men- 
ace to Society," said Parisian student David 
Pecheur. With one of his classmates inter- 
jecting that guns are as accessible for teens 
in France as they are in the United States. 

Meanwhile, French pop culture — 
music, media and movies invariably has 


had no influence on American teens, but the 
Parisian students were down with all the 
hottest American rap artists' hip-hop tunes 
and movies. Some students cited the world- 
wide acclaimed emphasis of American cul- 
ture, as the reason. 

Richard Spears, president of The 100 
Black Men said, “From the beginning I was 
struck by how similar the kids from Paris 
were to our kids, That was enforced over 
the last week and a half - music, clothes 
probably even the same dances,” 


see PARIS ON/page A6 


New challenge for NJ cities 


Poverty and stagnation 
hamper the best of times 


WASHINGTON—As America enjoys a 
strong economy, too many cities-including 
five in New Jersey-still grapple with high 
unemployment combined with “ghetto” 
poverty or lost population in even the 
smallest cities, a new federal report states. 

The Housing and Urban Development 
Department (HUD) report, “Now Is The 
Time: Places Left Behind In The New 
Economy,” notes that Atlantic City, Cam- 
den, Jersey City, Newark and Trenton 
unemployment remains stubbornly above 
most central cities as it continues falling 
virtually everywhere across the country. 

Despite impressive strides in "doubly 
burdened" cities-those with unemploy- 
ment complicated by pockets of intense, 
"ghetto" poverty or population loss, or 
both-remain in the slow lane, the study 
found. 

In these cities, despite significant 
drops in unemployment during the period 
studied, poverty rates increased by 5.9 
percent, 7.6 percent, 2.7 percent and 4.2 
percent and 2.8 percent respectively. 
Except for Jersey City, with a 0.2 percent 
population gain, all five cities shrank in 
population from 1990 to 1996 

The report finds that while most cities 
are healthier than they have been in a 
decade, significant numbers have been left 
behind. It concludes that “America’s econ- 
omy offers the best opportunity in a gener- 
ation” to help these communities now 
because of low unemployment, strong busi- 
ness growth, an aggressive urban agenda 
and a balanced federal budget. 


Jesse Jackson 


By George Jahn 


BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP) — Yugoslav 
authorities handed over three captured U.S. 
soldiers to the Rev. Jesse Jackson on Sunday. 
With tears and beaming smiles, the service- 
men marked the end of their 32 days in captiv- 
ity with calls home saying: “I am free.” 

The soldiers stood by solemnly with their 
hands behind their backs while a brief signing 
ceremony formally marking the transfer was 
held in a conference room in the Yugoslav 
army press center in Belgrade. 

After signing two protocols with a Yugoslav 

army officer looking on, Jackson then invited 
Staff Sgt. Andrew A. Ramirez, Staff Sgt. 
Christopher J. Stone, and Spc. Steven M. Gon- 
zales to take their hands from behind their 
hj m they were no longer prisoners. 
o our young men who have been set. 
iu we e s you for your honor and 
for your dignity and for your valor. You mean 
so much to us and to your parents," Jackson 
said. 

Jackson wiped away tears as Ramirez, also 
crying, spoke to his family on a cellular tele- 


Newark residents are enjoying a resurgence of pride and a morellivable city these days. But a new 
HUD report finds Newark, Camden, Trenton, and many other cities still need help toward recovery. 


"Today's report is important because i: 
will help focus the nation's attention or 
communities stuck in the slow lane on the 
road to economic prosperity,” HUD Secre- 
tary Andrew Cuomo said. 

The report is based on unemployment, 
population loss and poverty rates of all 539 
central cities-urban centers surrounded 
by suburbs, ranging from 15,000 people to 
millions of residents. The study found: 


One in six has unacceptably high unemployment 
High unemployment affects 17 percent 


of central cities. By HUD standards, 50 
percent or nore above the national rate is 
unacceptably high. 

Even in Gities with low unemployment 
overall, there are pockets of high jobles 
ness. While unemployment has fallen over 
the past six years even in the cities with 
the highest rates, the decline has not kept 
pace with “the lowest peacetime unem- 
ployment in over 40 years” that the nation 
enjoys. 


see NJ CITIES/pg A6 


secures freedom for POWs 


phone. Stone and Gonzales, wearing broad 
smiles, also spoke to their parents. 

“All three of them said almost to the letter 
in talks to their loved ones, ‘I am free, I am 
free," Jackson said. "I love you very much. I 
hope to see you soon. That was the message." 

Along with Jackson and his interfaith del- 
egation, the three then left Yugoslavia by bus, 
crossing into neighboring Croatia at 10:45 a.m. 
(4:45 a.m. EDT). 

A US. military spokeswoman said the 
three would be flown from there to Landstuhl 
Hospital in Ramstein, Germany. 

Stone, Gonzalez and Ramirez, still showing 
the cuts and bruises they suffered when they 
were captured March 31, each thanked 
Yugoslav authorities. 

“Td just like to express my gratitude and 
thanks to the Yugoslav government for show- 
ing compost od said. "Our treatment 
was very humai 

Jackson said | resident Clinton had called 
him to congratulate him on the soldiers 
release. The civil rights leader said he would 
meet with Clinton as éarly as Monday to deliv- 
er a letter from Yugoslav President Slobodan 


Milosevic proposing a face-to-face meeting to 
end the five-week NATO air campaign and 
tesolve the crisis over Kosovo. 

Jackson had urged NATO on Saturday to 
feciprocate Milosevic’s gesture of releasing the 
ioldiers by calling a pause in its bombing cam- 


jaign. 

Jackson had met with the three soldiers 
friday in Belgrade, and the three told him of 
leing held in isolation. The Friday meeting 
vith Jackson Was the first time the three had 
sien each other since their capture. 

Stone, 25, was from Smiths Creek, Mich.; 
Gonzales, 22; from Huntsville, Texas; and 
Ramirez, 24, of Los Angeles. 

The soldiers were seized while conducting a 
reatine patrol along the Yugoslav-Macedonian 
bitder in support of a NATO force deployed in 
Micedonia. 

Before the release, Ramirez’s family mem- 
bes in Baldwin Park, Calif, were cautious. 
Hit grandmother, Mary Pantoja, choked back 
tews, saying. “I just hope it's true.” 

In Huntsville, Texas, Gonzales’ parents cel- 
ebrated the news. “We can't wait to hold him,” 
hismother, Rosie Gonzales, told reporters. 


Senator Lipman battles 
cancer to the very end 


By Carl Chase 
and Jean Pierre 


After nearly eight full terms of 
service and countless lives uplifted, 
State Sen. Wynona Lipman, cham- 
pion of justice and help for women, 
children and minorities, lost a bat- 
tle with cancer on Monday at her 
home in Newark. Lipman, the first 
black woman senator in New Jer- 
sey, was 67. 

From her 29th Legislative dis- 
trict covering Hillside and a broad 
slice of Newark, she championed 
the relatively voiceless and power- 
less in society, from children to 
women to minorities. 

"1 admired Sen. Lipman for her 
ability to get so much accomplished 
despite obstacles in the rough-and- 
tumble of local politics," said her 
frequent ally, Rep. Donald Payne. 
“Her sense of decorum impressed 
her colleagues and often brought 
them around to her point of view." 

U.S. Sen. Robert Torricelli 
called her one of New Jersey's 
“finest,” who has “fought and won 
€rucial battles to combat domestic 
Violence and support children's 
health." 

Lipman, a Georgian by birth, 
earned her Ph.D. at Columbia and 
a Fulbright Scholarship to study at 
the Sorbonne in Paris. She soon 
became Essex County Freeholder 
and, as Assemblyman Leroy Jones 
said, "She was the steel magnolia 
of the Senate." 

A life member of the NAACP, 
Lipman was among New Jersey's 
most powerful women. 

"She:was.not only one of the 
most effective lawmakers in Tren- 
ton, but prior to that as a freehold- 
er as well,” said Gus Heningberg of 
the Minority Braintrust, which 
worked with Lipman in fighting for 
laws to open doors for minority and 
women’s businesses. “Before her, 
there was no training ground, or 
clearinghouse for minority entre- 
preneurs on (dealing with) pur- 
chasing or other key issues for 


State Senator Wynona Lipman 
small business. 

Lipman, one of City News’ 100 
Most Influential of New Jersey in 
1996, taught business and govern 
ment at ex County college, 
including 20 years of weekend 
seminars for minority and women 
entrepreneurs. 


olyn Wallace, director of the anti- 
poverty International Youth Orga 


nization in Newark, who added 
Lipman was IYO's main supporter 
in getting appropriations for activ- 
ities unfunded by government pro- 
grams. 

“But on issues she really cared 
about, she had her facts and fig- 
ures and persuasive powers and 
she got the job done,” Wallace said. 
Last year, Lipman helped IYO win 
$25,000 in discretionary funding 
from the Legislature. Two youth 
supporter awards from IYO were 
among the mmy honors 
received, including Senator of the 
Year. 

The wake will be held today, 
Wednesday, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m 
at Whigham Funeral Home, 580 
Dr. Martin Luther King Blvd 
(High Street), Newark. The funer 
al will be at 11 a.m. Thur: ,May 
13 at the adjacent St. James AME 
Church, 588 High St. 


she 


Patti sizzles in the kitchen 


By Lucy Sanchez 
Staff Writer 


ORANGE — Hundreds of excit- 
ed fans outside Tunde Dada's 
House of Africa awaited sultry diva 
Patti LaBelle, and as she stepped 
from a limousine with her million- 
dollar smile, cheered and showered 
her with Mothers Day gifts 

They swarmed the Philadelphia 
native, holding her newest release, 
"LaBelle's Cuisine: Recipes to Sing 
About.” With specialties such as 
Geechee Geechee Ya Ya Gumbo, 
Say-My-Name Smothered Chicken 
and Gravy Make-You-Wanna- 
Holler Maryland Crab Cakes and 
Don't Block The Blessing Dressing, 
LaBelle is about to win over thou- 
sands of fans, 

“While reminiscing for this 
book, I realized why cooking has 
always been such a labor of love for 
me,” she said. “Because it’s as much 
about friendship and fellowship as 
it’s about food. Because, behind the 
whole process-the shopping, the 
planning, the preparing, the serv- 
ing-cooking is really about love. 
Cooking is a way to show it, share 
it, serve it. Cooking is as much 
about nourishment for the soul as it 
is for the stomach.” 

Patiently waiting near the end 
of the line to have the legendary 
singer autograph her copy of the 
soulful cookbook, 23-year-old Robin 
Williams of South Orange vowed to 
cook every single recipe. Williams, 
who met LaBelle about five years 
ago, has cherished songs such as 
“You Are My Friend,” “Over The 
Rainbow,” and “New Attitude.” “I 
love her spirit. Her singing and her 
voice are unique,” stated Williams. 
“She really keeps R&B where it’s 
supposed to be.” 

South Orange resident Franch- 
esca Hunt was so excited that she 
jumped up and down. Hunt grew 
up hearing LaBelle’s tunes in the 
Lome. The 11-year-old said she not 
only loves LaBelle for her voice but 
also for her compassion. “She 
really good and she really cares 


The diva signs copies of her book 


stated Hunt 

eaming fans and 
the long lines was new Tunde Dada 
employee Tishawn Farrar. After 
being employed for only three 
weeks, he said he “thrown into 
the fire" with responsibility for 
crowd control, which he described 
as “wrestlemania.” He said Mr 
Dada bought thousands of books 
and expected they would be sold by 
the end of the day 

Hitting the top of the New York 
es Best Seller List, "LaBelle's 
Cuisine has garnered fans every 
where. After winning eleven Gram 
my nominations, eight NAACP 
Image Awards, two American 
Music Awards and a star on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame, LaBelle 
expanded her thriving career to 
include success in writing as well a 
cooking. 

Not only did she author the 
best- selling memoir "Don't Block 
the Blessings,” but LaBelle h 
moved audiences for over thr 
decades with her vocal 


about people,” 
Amid the 


sations 
and her compassion. She is a 
spokesperson for the National Med 
ical Association, the National 
Minority AIDS Council's 
Long, Sugar” campaign, the Nation 
al Cancer Institute, and the Ameri 
can Diabetes Association. LaBelle 
makes people feel like she's known 
them for years and gives a pure 
down-to th feeling of warmth 
people take home with them 
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THURSDAY, MAY 12 


ELIZABETH — March and demonstra- 
tion in Solidarity with Coalition for Unity 
and Progress starting at 5:00 p.m. at 
the Elizabeth City Hall, 50 Winfield 
Scott Plaza, ending at One Police 
Plaza. Contact Salaam Ismial at 
(908)282-1610 


NEWARK — The New Jersey 
Historical Society will hold a discussion 
on America’s fascination with cars and 
history of cars beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
(973) 596-8500, 


MORRISTOWN — The Women's 
Association of Morristown Memorial 
Hospital will hold a lecture series on 
about todays artwork decorating 
homes at the Octagon Building. Call 
(973) 425-0424 for time. 


SATURDAY, MAY 15 


NEW YORK — The City Museum of 
New York will hold a discussion on the 
impact of Paul Robeson beginning at 2 
p.m. (212) 534-1672. 


presents a "Back to the 70's" dance 
party at the Mohawk Lounge beginning 
at 8 pm. (908) 753-2724. 


MONDAY, MAY 24 


SOMERSET — Somerset Culinary 
Invitational presents its third annual 
event at the DoubleTree Hotel begin- 
ning at 6:00 p.m. The proceeds will 
benefit non-profit agencies.(908)725- 
1552. 


THURSDAY, MAY 27 


NEWARK — The New Jersey Institute. 
for School. Innovation presents “1,000 
Friends of Public Education” Luncheon 
honoring Robert Kiley of the New York 
City Partnership at The Newark Club. 
Call (973) 621-6631 for time. 


SATURDAY, MAY 29 
BRADLEY BEACH — The Bradley 


Beach Parade Committee presents the 
annual Memorial Day Parade begin- 


Redeveloping 
West Africa 


Atlantic City Mayor James Whelan((left to right) with 


The role of the 
scholar 


activist 


Dr. James Turner(right), founder of Cornell University’s Africana's Stu 
Center, a leader in its field and the model for black studies progral 


s and Research 
ms, delivered the fourth 


Honorable Dr. Peter Coleman, Minister of Health & Social 
Welfare for Liberia, Barbara L. Hudgins, Deputy Minister 
Saye, and Dr. John Regis at a recent reception to 
announce the redevelopment of the medical infrastruc- 


annual “W.E.B DuBois Lecture,” at New Jersey City University. Dr. Turner discussed his 
he Role of the Scholar Activist,” with(from left): Jessie Bonheur of Jersey City, 
id Bianca Martinez of Jersey City; Dr. 


ning at 10 a.m. (732) 775-0208 
NEWARK — National Coalition of 100 


Black Women, Inc., presents a summit SUNDAY, MAY 30 


on the "Empowerment of Women In 
The New Millennium; beginning at 
8:30 a.m. at the Essex County College 
on 303 University Ave., at the Burch 
Auditorium. (908)241-9847. 


PLAINFIELD — The Plainfield 
Recreation Division will be taking reg- 
istrations for 1999 Summer Camp 
beginning at 10:00 am. at the Park- 
Madison gazebo.(908)753-3097. 


SUNDAY, MAY 16 


SOMERSET — Single Faces Inc. pre- 
sents a singles function at McATEERS 
Restaurant beginning at 8 p.m. (732) 
469-2522. 


WAYNE — William Paterson University 
will hold a sale on authentic pianos at 
the campus student center beginning 
at 10 a.m. (973) 720-2966. 


NORTH BRUNSWICK — New Jersey's 
amateur bowling enthusiasts are asked 
to join PBA Bowling Champion Parker 
Bohn, Ill at a Bow-A-Thon to benefit 
the National Kidney Foundation at 
12:00 p.m at Carolier Lanes, 790 US 
Route 1 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 19 


NEWARK — People’s 
Organization for Progress will host a 
birthday celebration and commemora- 
tion of the life of Malcolm X with a 
march starting at Broad & Market Sts., 
at 4:00 p.m. Contact (973)643-7711 


FRIDAY, MAY 21 


PLAINFIELD — Sisters of Soul (SOS) 


HOLMDEL — The PNC © k Arts 
Center presents Lenny Kravits begin- 
ning at 8 p.m. (732) 335-0400. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 4 


HOLMDEL — PNC Bank Arts Center 
presents rock legends Santana. Call 
(732) 335-0400 for time. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 6 


MONTCLAIR — Mid American 
Productions presents the Elysium 
Chamber Music Series of Upper 
Montclair featuring Elysium String 
Quartet at Presbyterian Church of 
Upper Montclair beginning at 4 p.m. 
(212) 239-0205. 


MONDAY, dUNE 7 


NEWARK — The Court date for Max 
Antoine: Victim of police torture by 
Irvington police that left him paralyzed, 
in a wheelchair, blind in one eye, deaf 
in one ear, even after 17 surgeries at 
the Essex County courthouse. Contact 
(732)255-8044. 


SATURDAY, -IUNE 12 


PATERSON — Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc. presents a scholarship 
dinner and dance at Wayne Manor 
beginning at 7 p.m. (973) 777-4412. 


TINTON FALLS — The Monmouth 
Urban League will host its Sixth Annual 
Equal Opportunity Awards Dinner 
Dance at Gibbs Hall Officers Club 
beginning at 6 p.m. (732) 345-7066, 


T PURCHASE? REFINANCE? 
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turc in Liberia destroyed in a recent civil war. 
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Giant Steps Learning Center of Newark celebrates the Week of the Young Child on April 
23 as the Newark Municipal Council and Day Ca 
jessie Walker 


the young child 


au one 
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re Committee discussed America's 


future. 


the.days events. 


during Earth A 


ground for the 


Caldwell Colleg 
campus last weel 


Il students encourage 


environmental consciouseness 


e botany and biology students gathered on the 


wareness Week April 18-24. This year's theme, 


Help Ensure a Living Planet(H.E.L.P), included tree planting and 
analyzing local water samples. 


Above students prepare" the 
planting of a holly bush. 
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to change without notice. Borrow u 
$500,000; for loans over $500,000, 
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and interest payments on the loan. 


+ No lock-in fees : No points : Guaranteed rate 
Perfect for primary residences or vacation homes! 


Other mortgage plans for purchase or refinance are also available. 
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1-800-252-8119 
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You Can Beat Skin Cancer With Early Detection 


SKIN CANCER 


SCREENING 


Monday, May 17, 1999 


JEK Family Practice Center 


65 James Street, Edison 
6p.m.- 9pm. 


JEK 


JOHN F. KENNEDY 
MEDICAL 
CENTE 


MEI 


wwwsohrishs.org 


Of the nearly one million Americans 
who are diagnosed each year with skin 
cancer, more than 40,000 will have 
melanoma. But, most melanomas ean be 
detected carly and treated successfully. If 
you have an unusual sore, lump, blemish 
or have noticed a change in an existing 
mole, Solaris Health System is sponsoring a 
FREE skin cancer screening for adults 18 
and older who are not under the care of a 
dermatologist. 


Appointments are required. For more 
information, or to make an 
appointment, call (732) 321-7089 
between 9 a.m. and 12 noon. 
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RICO SEEKS JUSTICE 
FOR MUMIA ABU 
JAMAL 


SAN JUAN (IPS) — Animated 
by rap songs and traditional 
plena music, more than 100 
human rights activists demon- 
strated on Apr. 24 in front of the 
state prison in San Juan, known 
as Oso Blanco, demanding the 
worldwide abolition of the death 
penalty, the release of Puerto 
Rico's 16 political prisoners and 
freedom for American death row 
prisoner Mumia Abu Jamal. 

"The injustice committed 
against Mumia in the United 
States has everything to do with 
the repression and police brutal- 
ity here in Puerto Rico against 
marginalized groups, like prosti- 
lutes and Dominican immi- 
grants,” said Ricardo Santos, 
University of Puerto Rico (UPR) 
student and Socialist Front 
member. 

Abu Jamal, an African-Ameri- 
can award-winning journalist, 
was jailed and sentenced to 
death in 1981 for allegedly 
killing a policeman in Philadel- 
phia, Pa. His supporters claim 
he is innocent and that he was 
framed as a punishment for his 
journalistic exposes of police 
brutality and corruption. 

April 24th was chosen by Abu 
Jamal's supporters worldwide as 
the International Day of Actions 
for Mumia Abu Jamal and 
Against the Death Penalty. Activ- 
ities similar to the one in Puerto 
Rico took place in several cities 
in the United States and in other 
parts of the world. 


HOMELESS MAN WITH 
MENTAL ILLNESS 
CHARGE WITH PUSH- 
ING MAN ON TRACKS 


NEW YORK (AP) — A judge 
ordered psychiatric tests for a 
homeless man who allegedly 
pushed another man in front of 
a subway train, severing his 
legs. 

Judge Martin Murphy of Man- 
hattan Criminal Court ordered 
the examination to determine 
whether Julio Perez, 43, is fit to 
stand trial on attempted murder 
and assault charges for shoving 
Edgar Rivera, 46, onto subway 
tracks. 

Rivera, of the Bronx, was 
pushed onto the uptown tracks 
around 5:45 p.m. Wednesday 
just as a No. 6 train entered the 
busy station at East 51st Street 
and Lexington Avenue. 

He screamed, “Oh, my God!” 
and tumbled into the path of the 
train, witnesses said. As he 
scrambled to lift himself to safe- 
ty, two cars of the train passed 
over his legs. 

Surgeons were unable to 
reattach Rivera's legs. Bellevue 
Hospital spokeswoman Eleanor 
Hyman said Rivera's condition, 
listed as critical but stable after 
surgery, had improved slightly. 


DEADLY BOMB 
CAMPAIGN TARGETS 
LONDON'S MINORITY 
COMMUNITIES 


LONDON (AP) — Gathering 
places for the capital's minorities. 
are the focus of a murderous 
nail-bombing campaign that has 
claimed three lives and injured 
more than 115 people in two 
weeks. 

“Although the attacks have 
been targeted on minorities, 
these are attacks on the whole 
of the community, on all of us” 
commissioner Sir Paul Condon 
said, disclosing that police were 
questioning one man in the 
bombings. 

A shadowy, neo-Nazi group 
called White Wolves claimed 
responsibility for Friday's explo- 
42 Sion in the Admiral Duncan. All 
X5 the White Wolves’ “high com- 
327 mand” provided were identical 

stenciled death threats sent to 
~ members of the Jewish, black 
; and Asian communities in 
© recent weeks, saying in part: 
: “Notice is hereby given that 
: all non-whites (defined by blood, 
; not religion) must permanently 
| leave the British Isles before the 
; year is out. Jews and non- 
+ Whites who remain after 1999 
| has ended will exterminated.” 
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Mother elated about her son 
meeting with the Rev. Jesse Jackson 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Vivian 
Ramirez isn't wearing sunglasses to hid 
her tears anymore. 

She smiled broadly Friday as told 
reporters about watching a videotape of. 
her son, captured Staff Sgt. Andrew 
Ramirez, standing with his arm around 
the Rev. Jesse Jackson. 

“I felt very emotional. . .God, if I 
could've gone in there, I could’ve gone 
in there and just hugged him,” the moth- 
er told reporters at a news conference 
after viewing the tape of Jackson's visit 
with the three captured U.S. soldiers. 

Ramirez, 24, Christopher J. Stone, 


Survivors who escaped. 
school massacre 
bear burden of life 


By Arlene Levinson 


LITTLETON, Colo. (AP) — The 
first night after he fled Columbine 
High School with his life and not an 
outward scratch, 16-year-old Grant 
Taylor dreamed he was a hero, 
wounded yet able to pull other stu- 
dents to safety. 

The second night, he dreamed he 
was wounded and dying. 

Although happy that he escaped, 
never even setting eyes on a gun, the 
tall, rangy sophomore said pensively 
à week later that he felt angry, and 
guilty. “I kind of wish I was there in 
the library, helping kids.” 

They call it survivor guilt. 

Kids who ran away from the gun- 
men-or hid under tables or in closets. 
Kids who saw classmates die or shot 
and bleeding. Teachers unable to help 
the kids in their care. Frantic parents 
forced to stand behind police lines for 
wenizine » hours while children 
remained trapped in the school. 

Long after the victims are buried 
and the scars faded, remorse can tor- 
ment those who live through catastro- 
phes. 

Guilt has followed grief since 
April 20, when Eric Harris and Dylan 
Klebold killed 12 fellow students, a 
teacher and themselves. 

“I feel like it’s not fair," said 
Megan Frye, 14, a Columbine fresh- 
m 


an 
Her mother, Debra Frye, stood 
close by her side as the pair walked 
arm-in-arm visiting the makeshift 
shrine of flowers and messages spread 
Over Clement Park, next to the tightly 
guarded school-turned-erime. scene. 
With her daughter shaken and 
momentarily without a school to 
attend, Debra Frye took off the week 
from her job as a landscape architect. 
Megan hid her tears behind sun- 
glasses, but said she also felt fortu- 
nate. “I just feel so lucky to still be 
here.” 


The more the survivors wit- 
nessed, the greater the sense that they. 
might have done more. 

"The guilt usually comes later, 
when they feel that they might have 
been able to do more to help them- 
selves or to help their friends," said 
Jeff Dolgan, chief of psychology at 
Children's Hospital of Denver. “But 
what they don't understand is these 
kinds of situations take their autono- 
my away. They're immobilized." 

They'll need support and caring 


African family must 
unite, ‘Panafest’ 
chairman implores 


By Brandt Williams 


What colonialism, imperialism and 
slavery have produced, among other 
things, are individuals who have what 

call schi T- 


25, of Smiths Creek, Mich., and Steven release of her son 

M. Gonzales, 21, of Huntsville, Texas, “Hopefully, he will. Hopefully, I 

were captured while patrolling the pray he will. But I can't really say,” she 

Yugoslavia-Macedonia border om said 

March 31, seven days after NATO Ramirez appeared healthier, albeit a 

launched its bombing campaign im little thin, compared with the first video 

Yugoslavia released by Yugoslav authorities just 
The three were in good health and! after his capture when all three soldiers 

received enough food and regular exer — had battered faces, his mother said. 

cise but had not been allowed to meet A previous letter from her son and 

with any Westerners until a visit by the videotape have helped her cope with 

International Red Cross officials this the ordeal, she said. 

week. i "It was worse before when I didn't 

The mother said she didn't know if hear anything, just the pictures they 

Jackson's efforts would help speed the were showing from early times. That 


listeners, he said. They may experi- 
ence flashbacks, terrifying dreams 
and odd reactions to unrelated events, 
such as loud noises or setting foot in a 
new school. They may become clingy 
and dependent 

Parents, too, may suffer guilt, 
Dolgan said. “A parent might have 
been restrained from doing some- 
thing. Within 10 minutes the parents 
might have got there (to the school 
during the siege) and the police said 
"You can't save your own babies." 

Greg Martinez was grateful that 
his 16-year-old, Laura, escaped 
unharmed from Columbine where she 
was a junior, but his gratitude is 


Accra in May. 


Doing business with Africa 


Ghana President Jerry Rawlings (right) and Carl Ware, senior vice pre- 
seident of The Coca-Cola Company, recently enjoy some time togeth- 
er at the Corporate Council on Africa's gala dinner held in Houston. 
The company is the sponsor of the state dinner at the upcoming Fifth 
African-African American Summit to be held in Ghana’s captial city of 


was unbearab 


got his first letter, 
saw that he had a good print (handwrit- 
ing). ... First thing I noticed was his 
print. Yes, that was my son, that was my 
mijo. Then I noticed he wasn't weak or 
anything so I knew he was OK." 

The mother and her daughter also 
sent Ramirez a cassette with a taped 
message. 

"T just told him that I loved him 
very much, I told him to take care, not 
fo worry, that we were doing all we 
could to bring him back home,” she 
said. 


Embattled 
black police 
Chief Demery 
resigns 


BEAVER FALLS, Pa. (AP) — A 
former police chief whose tenure 
included a demotion, a federal lawsuit, a 
complaint about racial discrimination 
and charges of using city property for 
personal gain has resigned 

Rodney Demery, 33, resigned from 
the Beaver Falls police force on Friday 
in a deal with the city that includes dis- 
missal of two counts of using a city 
credit card for personal purchases. He 
will receive $10,000 in severance pay 
and will drop a racial discrimination 
complaint filed with the Equal Employ 
ment Opportunity Commission in Pitts- 
burgh. 

Demery joined the Beaver Falls 
police force in 1994, and became the 
city's first black police chief last year. 

He filed a complaint with the 
EEOC in 1997, alleging harassment and 
racial discrimination. He settled that 
lawsuit for $50,000 when he became 
chief, but filed a new complaint in Jan- 
uary when he said the harassment didn’t 
stop. 

He was charged April 7 with using 
a city credit card to buy personal prop- 
erty. A factor in that agreement was 
Mayor Lori Morack’s refusal to testify. 

Morack had told investigators that 
she didn’t know Demery had a city 
credit card. But witnesses told police 
that she authorized the card for him. 

City Councilwoman Diane Ward 
said that when the council learned that 
witnesses would contradict the mayor, 
the council decided "it was in the best 
interest of the city to accept Demery’s 
severance offer.” 


tinged with regret. f 

“We feel for the other parents like 
anybody would,” Martinez said. “You 
almost feel guilty, about, you know, 
having your kid get out. Because we 
have a lot of friends in the communi- 
ty. She played soccer with a lot of 
these girls. As a matter of fact we 
attended three funerals this week, and | | 
it’s been hard for us.” | 

Worried parents have sought 
counseling help for youngsters who 
escaped, said Tom Olbrich, a social 
worker in charge of emergency ser- 
vices at The Jefferson Center for 
Mental Health in Arvada, a private, 
nonprofit agency acting as a clearing- 
house for those seeking counseling as 
a result of the killings. 

One woman reported that her 
daughter was feeling a lot of guilt, 
"wondering why she should live. R 


other people died 

Another girl, who was splatteret 
with blood, replays the scene in her 
mind like a continuous mental video. 
She felt the hot, sticky blood "and 
kept feeling like she can't get it off 
her.” 


“That’s a normal kind of 
response,” Olbrich said, “to an abnor- 
mal kind of situation.” 

His own 15-year-old son, Ryan, 
reports nightmares of snipers at the 
School — even though he never went to 
Columbine. 

Olbrich said those who feel guilty 
for making it out alive need to be 
reassured that they can celebrate their 
survival. 

“To be under a table means you 
did a lot to save your own life," he 
said. “Or when they got outside, did 
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they say kind words? Did they hug 
somebody? We have to help them 
understand. They were brave to go to 
the vigil, brave to go t9 the funeral.” 
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Agenda for a New Millennium." 
According to Abdallah, there are 
two which can be taken to the year 
2050. The first, he said, is the road the 
world is currently on — and that is the. 
further and i 


per- 
sonalities,” said Mohammed Ben 
Abdallah, Ph.D., chairman and presi- 
dent of the Panafest Foundation and for- 
mer Minister of Culture for Ghana. 

Abdallah, who appeared at a recent 
InsighVKMOJ Public Policy Forum in 
Minneapolis asked to offer a prediction 
of the state of African people in the year 
2050. And while his assessment of the 
current condition of Africans on the 
continent, and in the Diaspora, may 
sound bleak to some, Abdallah said 
colonialism, imperialism and slavery 
can also be responsible for the growth 
and prosperity of Africa. 

“Looking into the future — out of 
bondage, out of the jaws of slavery, 
colonialism and imperialism we have, 
in the Diaspora, a very big population of 
powerful people,” said Abdallah. “Indi- 
viduals who have gone through the fur- 
nace, who have been baptized by fire, 
who are strong — some of the strongest 
people physically, emotionally, and 
spiritually on this planet — (are) poised 
at the threshold of the third millenni- 


Abdallah was in the Twin Cities as 
a member of a Ghanaian delegation 
travelling to several cities in the United 
States to promote. Panafest "99. 
Panafest, the Pan African Historical 
Theater Festival, is held every tow years 
in Cape Coast and Elmina, Ghana. The 
theme for this year’s celebration is 
“Uniting the African Family: The 


of the continent. Not only will the fur- 
ther degradation of Africa come 
through the efforts of European and 
American financial interests, Abdallah 
said it will happen because African | | 
Americans will continue to buy into the 
Western, individualist philosophy 
which condones the exploitation of nat- 
ural resources. 

If we continue on this toad, said 
Abdallah, then in 2050, Africans every- 
where will be worse off than they are 
now. 


rate for as E 
time to pay of 


tax advantages.* 


The other route, said Abdillah, will 
involve the collaboration. between 
Africans on the continent ard in the 
Diaspora. As an example, Abdallah 
referred to. the power of Israel a coun- 
try which didn't exist before 1948. Asa | 
result of the lobbying efforts and coop- 
eration between Jewish Ameritans and 
Jews in Israel, the country has become 
“a power to reckon with,” said Abdal- 
lah. 


BROAD 


“(Benjamin) Netanyahu is one of 
the most arrogant individuals | have 
ever seen, and be irritates the hell out of 
people in Washington, DC bit they 
can't do anything about it,” said Abdal- 
lah. "The American government, both 
the Democrats and Republicans, will 
make sure that Israel gets what it wants, 
because of the power of the Jewish 
Diaspora.” 

Brandt Williams is an editor for 
Minnesota's Insight News 
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^. Survival: Life's 
ultimate struggle 


How do you move forward when you think you've done all you can possi- 
bly do? How do you keep yourself motivated when nothing seems to tum out 
right? How do you keep believing that things will tum out for the best? Will 
power and endurance keep us afloat when nothing us will. Many times life's 
Toad seems dark and steep and you just don't have the courage or strength to 
take any more, and you go into a state of nothingness. You have to dig deep 
into your inner soul and reach for what may seem like the last bit of energy, that 
last bit of life, that last bit of yourself that will allow you to make it through the 
day. Once you have found your energy you must hamess it to your full capac- 


y. 

Survival is about enduring the trenches of life. Alongside of life's plateaus, 
there are also steep ditches and mountains. As survivors and as individuals we 
must leam how to mount each terrain or we will find ourselves stuck at one 
level with no motivation to move forward. 

The key to surviving is to always have dreams and goals. Once you have 
goals then there's always something to hope for. When you have hope then you 
will always have a reason to live and progress. Life naturally comes with tests 
and downfalls; the key is making'it through them. Fear is the reason most of 
us don't go for our goals and lots of time the reason we don't create them. Fear 
is the only thing that stops a winner from being a winner. If you go into a situ- 
ation with a negative attitude or think you are going to lose before you even try 
then you have failed before you even started. Don't even do it! Whatever you 
were thinking about will come out just the way you planned, negative. 
However, if you go into a situation thinking positive thinking that no matter 
how hard or how impossible a situation may possibly become that you are 
going to get through it. That's how you become a winner. That's how you 

come a champion. That's how you survive. 

So when things seem rough, just keep on moving. When life seems to get 
you down just keep believing. When you think that you can't go on, think like 
a warrior and you will survive any battle. When life seems to have gotten the 
better part of you then know that if you take it just one step forward then you 
have made an accomplishment. Remember that fear is our worst enemy and we 
must leam to conquer it or else we doom ourselves to failure. Remember that 
attitude, endurance and dreams are the key to survival. And in today's times we 
must pull every source of energy that we have and devote it to soaring to a new 
level. IF YOU BELIEVE IN YOURSELF YOU CAN ACHIEVE! 
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Addressing 
the culture 
of violence 


By Lamar Alexander 


The shootings in Littleton, 
Colorado remind us in a profoundly 
tragic way of our need to address 
our nation's culture of violence. I'd 
like to share my thoughts as we 
begin our search for answers 

wife, Honey, and | were 
profoundly saddened and disturbed. 
by the news of yet another shooting 


at yet another school. Like most 
Americans, our thoughts and 


prayers have been with the families 
of the victims. 

Tragedies of his kind have 
become so hauntingly familiar to 


, Americans over the past few years 


they have acquired a somber, pre- 
dictable rhyme - first there is shock" 
then grief, and finally a search for 
answers. 

There are no easy answers, but I 
believe an important cause is the 
“culture of violence” that surrounds 
our kids today, the increasingly vio- 
lent images bombarding our chil- 
dren from television, the movies, 
the Internet and ultra-violent video 
games. Shaking our heads in disbe- 
lief at such a horrible act of evil, we 
ask ourselves “How could someone 
do this’! What makes them think 
it's even in the realm of possibility 
to do such a thing?" We ask this 
because it is so far removed from 
our sense of reality But the 
teenagers who commit these sorts 
of crimes hold a dramatically dif- 
ferent world view. Often from 
homes where the parents don't take 
time with their kids to teach right 
and wrong, their whole world is 
created from what they see on TV, 
violent movies, or what they find on 
the Internet. Government isn’t the 
answer, but government can help 
give parents the freedom and time 
to take more active role in regulat- 
ing the availability and influence 
these mediums have on their chil- 
dren. When this make-believe — 
world where violence doesn't hold 
consequence and is even glorified 
— substitutes for parental guid- 


accept this fantasy world as reality 
We've all seen the tragic conse- 
quence. So, how do we change 
things? 

Tragedies like Littleton will 


not be stopped by more laws com- 
ing out of Washington. We need a 
new national commitment to rein- 
forcing the importance of parents in 
the lives of children. This is where I 
believe the search for answers 
begins. Children have always been 
subject to bad influences, of course. 
Even generation feels the need to 
rebel in some way. But the tragic 
distinguishing feature of today is 
that many of our kids are missing 
the parents and other caring adults 
who have always helped children 
sort the good influences from the 
bad. While we can't generalize 
about something as tragic as the 
shootings in Littleton, it seems to 
me that we must do whatever we 
can to help parents have more time 
to be better parents. So many par- 
ents are pulled in so many different 
directions, working hard just to 
make ends meet that when they 
come home at the end of the day, 
they simply don't have the energy 
to spend quality time with their 
children. Giving busy parents more 
time to be better parents and mak- 
ing their job easier with a govern- 
ment that works for them, not 
against them, will not prevent every 
senseless tragedy, but it can help 
stem the tide of the culture of vio- 
lence and mitigate it’s overwhelm- 
ing influence on our children. 

We must also begin speaking 
out against the culture of violence 
where we see it. The best way to 
stop Hollywood from making vio- 
lent movies is not to buy a ticket. 
The best way to get violent shows 
off TV is not to watch them. 

The nation, and Littleton, 
Colorado, must try to begin the 
bearing process after these sense- 
less shootings, drawing conclusions 
and producing possible ways to 
combat the "culture of violence" 
polluting our nation today. We must 
seek to take proactive steps to guard 
against another tragedy like this. 

In the meantime, our thoughts 
and prayers are with the people of 
Littleton, Colorado. 


Lamar Alexander is a presidential 
canadiate for the election. He 
ran for preseident in 1996. 
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When will it 
stop? 


By Marian Wright Edelman 


Again, a nation has sat before 
its television sets, transfixed with 
horror. Again, we ask ourselves 
why, and how could it happen. 

This latest violent episode in 
Littleton, Colo. again on school 
grounds, only emphasizes the 
urgency with which we must 
address the underlying causes of 
this and similar tragedies, not only 
in schools but in our homes and 
neighborhoods. These killings were 
not just the work of two student out- 
casts, but of our entire society — a 
society that tolerates guns and 
greed, and glorifies violence; a 
society that values materialism 
more than morality. Will this be the 
incident that finally moves us to 
action, or must more children be 
robbed of the chance to grow to 
adulthood? 

In the aftermath, I watched, as 
you did, the faces of the high school 
students, changed forever by the 
war America perpetuates against 
itself. Weeping, or eerily calm, they 
told stories of seeing classmates die 
next to them. Some friends said to 
me, "Why would the news media 
put these poor children on camera? 
Haven't they been through 
enough?” 

I thought about that and about 
the courage it took for these young 
people to tell their nightmarish sto- 
Ties on national television. If one 
violent, angry, isolated person who 
had been thinking of picking up a 
gun sees, and feels, the pain these 
children and families are experienc- 
ing and doesn’t pick up that all-too- 
accessible gun, | can only thank 
God and the child who told his or 
her story. 

You see, | think that is part of 
the problem. Most of the children in 
Columbine High School have said it 
seemed like a movie. It didn't seem 
real when it was happening. This 
kind of horror is accepted in our 
movies, on our televisions, and in 
video games — death, depersonal- 
ized. Our country was stunned 
when 12 children and a teacher 
were killed in one day in one high 
school, but it doesn’t seem to notice 
that every day in America 13 chil- 
dren die from firearms. Children are 
safer from gun violence at school 
than in their homes. 

very day, on so many fronts, 
we are stealing from children what 
should rightfully be theirs - safety, 
food, shelter, health care, educi" 
tion, and the opportunity to grow 
into caring and contributing mem- 


bers of society. All children need 
connectedness, love’ and the basic 
physical necessities of life. Not all 
children are born into families who 
Can supply these basic physical and 
emotional needs. If we, collectively, 
don't protect these children, who 
will? If we don't get the guns off 
our streets and out of our schools 
and homes, who will? If we don't 
ensure that all children receive the 
health care, basic necessities of life, 
“and education they need in a society 
where they. are protected and nur- 
tured, what will their future be like? 
What will the quality of our collec- 
tive future be like? 

A recent study of students in 
grades 7-12 showed that teenagers 
who feel "connected'to their 
Schools and families are less likely 
to engage in risky or violent behav- 
for. This is hardly a surprise. We 
[cannot underestimate the impor- 
jtance of family and teachers, and 
we must nurture that feeling of 
“connectedness” very early. The 
‘importance of early childhood edu- 
Cation, both for academic and social 
‘purposes, is crucial. Studies prove 
{that early intervention and educa- 
tion for preschoolers not only 
sparks a love of learning, but also 
reduces the likelihood of violent 
behavior later on. 

We must take responsibility for 
putting into place the resources and 
bipartisan political support to get 
our priorities straight, whether 
We're talking about education, 
health care, child care, or violence 
Prevention, It’s too late for many 
students at Columbine High School 
in Colorado, and we grieve deeply 
for them. Isn't it time we began to 
learn from our mistakes and not 
repeat them? There are millions of 
children who are depending on us — 
for protection, for guidance, for the 
basic necessities. Before one more 
child is lost, we must muster the 
necessary will to make sure all of 
our children receive the healthy, fair 
nd safe start in life they require 
and deserve. 


Marian Wright Edelman is pres- 
ident of the Children’s Defense 
Fund and a working committee 
member of the Black Community 
Crusade for Children (BCCC). In 
1998, CDF celebrated 25 years of 
advocacy, service, and leadership 
tå build a movement 10 Leave No 
Child Behind. 


Rap: Art imitating 
the lives and deaths 
of black men 


By Richard M. Cooper — / 


The names of two Slain black 
men: James Bryd Jr. of Jüsper. Texas 
and Amadou Diallo of /Bronx, New 
York (via West Africa)/have recently 
become painfully familiar. Both men 
were viciously murdered by white 
men while unarmed at the time of 
their deaths. Both deaths resulted | 
from an all too common offense] 
reserved for black men in America 
referred to as "LWB" which stands for: 
“Living While Black.” This abbrevia- 
tion was recently coined by Earl 
Graves, publisher of the Black 
Enterprise Magazine, in its May 1999 
issue. 

These ongoing onslaughts direct- 
ed against black men are consistent 
with themes found in contemporary 
rap by artists like the Roots, Brand 
Nubian, KRS-One, Chuck D., NWA, 
and the late Tupac Shakur. Young 
black male rappers have been 
poignantly declaiming the realities of 
their lives in America to a Hip Hop 
polemic that has often left them alien 
ated from the so-called moral black 
middle class because of the use A 
explicit language. The words, used by 
many of these rappers tumed story 
tellers, reveal a painful truth of the 
continued institutionalized hatred s 
is still being waged against black men 
in America | 

It has taken the recent publici 
deaths of innocent black men and the 
flagrant resurgence of overt institu- 
tionalized racism by various police 
departments i.e. random traffic stops 
to create the beginnings of a renewed 
sense of solidarity in the Africin- 
American community. Many middle 
class black males — having had the 
veneer of their upward mobility taifit- 
ed by white racism — are better able to 
identify with themes found in rap. 

The attack on black men by the 
dominant culture clearly illuminates 
the scripts found in much of the hard- 
core rap of the last 10 years that lias 
been created by disenfranchised black 
men of the Hip Hop generation 
Unfortunately in the 90's many mem 
bers of the more conservative black 
middle class joined ranks with the 
white elites’ smoke screen to wage a 
war against the use of angry lyrics and 
profanity. Here we go again with 
shooting the black rap messengers for 
simply “tellin’ it like it is.” Tupac's 


“Living In This White Man's Worl 
describes the ongoing oppression 
well. The once banned rap song “F the 
Police" also is how more uniformly 
viewed as a rapper's response to white 
institutionalized police brutality. 

Racial profiling, although now 
benignly admitted to by the powers- 
that-be, has been around for à long 
time. At the turi of the century, free- 
dom fighters, like the late Ida B 
Wells, used jovmalism to shed light 
on how black men and women were 
being tortured, mutilated and lynched 
for false crimes, Mary Church Terrell 
is another example of a strong black 
woman who shaped national dia- 
logues to combat oppression directed 
against black men. 

More recently books like Cornell 
West's "Race Matters" and Haki 
Madhubuti's "Black Men: 
Single, Dangerou: 
helped to shape the national discourse 
for the empowerment of black men 

However, I have yet to hear the 
words of these well-written primers 
flow from the mouths of young broth- 
ers like rapper Jay-Z's lyrics from the 
hit rap single “Hard Knock Life.” 
The words of this song when chanted 
by young bothers across America are 
raising profound questions similar to 
those that the late Marvin Gaye raised 
in “What's Goin’ On?" or like those 
questions asked by Stevie Wonder in 
the song ‘Livin’ Just Enough For The 
City.” Hopefully in the new millenni- 
um we will be in a better position to 
explore the feelings expressed by 
young rappers today without getting 
insulted ty the explosiveness of their 
vocabulary. 

It's Fard for some "oldheads" to 
believe tiat many of these young rap- 
pers have their fingers on the pulse, 
beat anc rhythm of American injus- 
tices. There just might be a little 
“somethin” somethin” to this scratch- 
ing and "droppin' science" found in 
many Pip Hop discourses. 

Personally, L am in favor of what- 
ever it lakes to significantly enhance 
the lives of black people. 


Richard M. Cooper is a lecturer 
on African American history and is on 
the faculty of Widener University, 
located in Chester, Pa. He can be 
reached via e-mail at richard.coop- 
erQw dener.edu 


Abortion clinics 
and the big lie 


by Kimberly Jane Wilson 


Many years ago, when I was still a 
first grader, my father and | went for a 
walk. We strolled past a brand-new 
building made of shining white con- 
crete and gleaming glass doors. My 
father had been quite interested in this 
building, and we often walked past it 
during its construction. 

Now it was completed 

You could see into the reception 
area from the street. The walls were 
painted in soft pastel colors. The furni- 
ture seemed-to my six-year-old eyes, 
at least-to be quite elegant. The staff 
seemed to be entirely made up of 
cheerful-looking young white women. 
The sign said “Planned Parenthood.” 
My father lifted an eyebrow and said 
something that made no sense to me at 
the time. He said, “Not everyone who 
smiles in your face is your friend.” I 
started to ask my father what he meant 
by that, but - even at that tender age - 
I realized that, when my father was 
deliberately vague, the conversation 
was over. 

Years later, | have had occasion to 
ponder my father's seemingly cryptic 
words. At that time, our neighborhood 
lacked a grocery store. The nearest 
thing was a small market five blocks 
away. If you couldn't find what you 
wanted there, the next option was a 
trip to the open-until-midnight Giant. 
Unless you owned a car, however, this 
trip involved taking two buses or pay- 
ing for an expensive cab ride. We did 
not have a bookstore, drugstore or a 
dry cleaner. The elementary school 
was so bad that my parents found it 
necessary to make the financial sacri- 
fice of placing me in a private school. 
In fact, we had little of the conve- 
niences that my parents said other 
neighborhoods possessed. But, some- 
how, someone had been happy to pro- 
vide us with this beautiful new abor- 
tion clinic. 

We were not alone. According to 
LEARN (the Life, Education and 
Resource Network), an African- 
American pro-life organization, an 
astonishing 78% of all abortion clinics 
in this country are in or near minority 
neighborhoods. 

Black America is 12% of the gen- 
eral population, yet we account for a 
whopping 40% of the abortions. How 
did this come about? 

In the late 1930s, 
Sanger, the founder 


Margaret 
of Planned 


Parenthood, came up with the idea for 
the infamous "Negro Project." Sanger, 
despite the rosy and saint-like portrait 
the organization presents of her, was a 
frank racist. Judging by her public 
statements and private letters, the 
woman thought that blacks - southem 
blacks in particular - were simple, 
child-like brutes whose fertility need- 
ed managing the same way a farmer 
needs to tend to his breeding stock of 
sheep or cows. 

Alarmed by the numbers of south- 
em blacks who were migrating to 
northern cities, Sanger and her associ- 
ates created the Negro Project. They 
believed that, by convincing black 
people to limit the size of their fami- 
lies, they would prevent the black pop- 
ulation’s numbers from overwhelming 
those of the white population. It was 
assumed that blacks - they especially 
worried about the men - would look 
suspiciously on any white effort to 
meddle with their fertility, so a clever 
fiction was created. Black elites - doc- 
tors, educators and even ministers - 
were enlisted to preach contraception 
and, later, abortion. Black people were 
told that, if they just reamed to limit 
the size of their families, whites would 
come to respect them for their self- 
control. One day, this fiction said, this 
respect would lead to greater civil 
rights for blacks. In other words, fewer 
black children would equal more free- 
dom. 

This was a lie, and a cruel one at 
that. As we all know, black America's 
civil rights were not won by condoms 
or the pill. Planned Parenthood had 
nothing to do with the eventual 
destruction of segregation. The wall of. 
Jim Crow came tumbling down 
because black America rose up, not 
because we had the correct number of 
abortions. 

Margaret Sanger’s Negro Project 
is discussed at length in the book 
“Blessed Are the Barren.” Although 
the Project is not as well-known as the 
Tuskegee Experiment, it involves the 
same kinds of falsehoods and manipu- 
lations. 

Not everyone smiles in your face 
is your friend, my father said. 
Recently, I visited my old neighbor- 
hood. It now has a bookstore, a drug- 
store, a dry cleaner and even restau- 
rants. The abortion clinic is still there, 
and it still looks beautiful with the 
same shining white concrete and 
gleaming glass doors. 


Are you a victim of 
domestic violence? 


By Yolanda Young 


My father used to beat my moth- 
er. Not that one push here, a slap there 
nonsense that crazy Ned was giving 
Julia on "Party of Five." I'm talking 
about the-real deal fist in your face, 
stitches over your eye, Farrah Fawcet 
in "The Burning Bed" kind of beat- 
ing. Before you get drawn into the 
drama of the scene, let me add that the 
beatings stopped before I turned five. 
Momma was young like most of our 
mothers were. It didn't take her long 
to figure out that she needed to get 
away from this fool. No one has hit 
my mother since. 

I mention this to get what we all 
agree is abuse out in the open. Most of 
us have seen und many of us have 
experienced abuse. But somehow, we 
can't quite put our finger on why it 
makes us uncomfortable. We all have 
that friend whose boyfriend calls her a 
"bitch and tells her how stupid, fat 
and ugly she is. Even still there is that 
subtler ‘are you wearing that out with 
me?” brother who chips away at his 
lady a little bit at a time 

Typically, I go for the college 
jock who emits testosterone from 
‘every pore in his body. Im a strong- 
willed woman who appreciates a man 
who can put me in my place. But 
there is a line, and I wonder how easy 
it is to cross. 

We' ve all witnessed the girlfriend 
who slowly slips away from herself 
into the hands of a controlling man. I 
play with the conundrum in my head- 
Do controlling men purposely seek 
out emotionally weak women or are 
we all walking ducks, capable of los- 
ing ourselves at any given moment? 

I must admit I can't see this hap- 
pening to me, but the truth is that I 


don’t know any dumb women. Okay 
maybe a few — but these aren't the 
women I'm talking about. The 
women I’m talking about are pretty- 
like double take gorgeous, funny, 
smart and they've got jobs. But, 
before the brother can say ‘will 
you..cook my dinner, call me every 
hour to let me know what you're 
thinking, or shut up, these same 
smart women are stripped of being 
able to make the most basic of deci- 
sions for themselves. 


l've concluded that this is not 
about a woman's intellect or a man’s 
strength.. It’s about self-esteem. 


Certainly in any relationship there is 
going to be a degree of give und take 
because compromise is the key to any 
successful relationship. That's not 
what I'm talking about 

Ladies, if your actions und 
thoughts are dominated by what he 
will approve of and if he stresses that 
everything about you needs to be 
improved or revamped, either he's 
controlling or you're crazy-either way 
you don't need to be in that relation- 
ship. 

Gentlemen, if you think your lady 
can't do anything right without your 
supervision, what do you need her 
for? If you find comfort in how much 
the two of you have in common, but 
are still compelled to change any 
opinions she has that don't coincide 
with yours, you've got a problem. No, 
this isn't the kind of abuse that leaves 
bruises on her arms, but it does leave 
scars on her psyche. This is the way | 
see it. 


What do you think? Share your 
experiences involving this sort of 
relationship. E-mail me ar yolan- 
da. young @ yahoo.com 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 12 


JAMESBURG — The New Jersey 
Chamber of Commerce hosts a cham- 
ber breakfast with state treasure 
James DiEleuterio at the Forsgate 
Country Club beginning at 8 a.m. 
(609) 989-7888. 


THURSDAY, MAY 13 


MIDDLETOWN — The New Jersey 
Technology Council offers course in 
implementing a strategic marketing 
plan at the law offices of Giordano, 
Halleran, and Ciesla beginning at 4 
p.m. (609) 452-1010. 


RARITAN — The Middlesex Chapter 
of the New Jersey Association of 
Women Business Owners presents a 
business and industry expo at the 
New Jersey Convention at the Raritan 
Center beginning at 8 a.m. (732) 651- 


EDISON — Middlesex County Col 
lege holds its 14th Annual Job Oppor- 
tunity Fair at the school's Physical 
Education Center beginning at 9 a.m. 
(732) 906-2566. 


MONDAY, MAY 17 


NEWARK — The Regional Business 
Partnership holds its 11th Annual 
Awards Breakfast at the Newark Club. 
beginning at 8 a.m. (973) 522-0099, 


PRINCETON — The New Jersey 
Technology Council. hosts a seminar 
on creating value through technology 
spinoffs at Sarnoff Corporatiun begin- 
ning at 4 p.m. (609) 452-1010. 


TUESDAY, MAY 18 


NEWARK — The Regional Business 
Partnership and NJ Transit holds a 
seminar on job related benefits and 
conduct entitled "Improving Employ- 
ers Bottom Line While Improving 
Employees’ Morale” at the New Jersey 
Transportation Planning Authority 
(NJTPA) office located at One Newark 
Center beginning at 8:30 a.m. (973) 
491-7108. 


EDISON — The New Jersey Society 

of Certified Public Accounts (NJSC- 

PA) will host its Sixth Annual Business 

& Technology Show 2000 at the New 

Jersey Convention and Exposition 

Center beginning at 8 a.m. (973) 226- 
94. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 19 


EAST ORANGE — The Black United 
Fund will host a seminar on the power 
of money called “The Rules of 
Wealth” Call (973) 676-5283 for infor- 
mation and time. 


SUNDAY, MAY 23 


WASHINGTON — The U.S. Small 
Business Administration hosts "Small 
Business Week.” A week full of semi- 
nars and workshops for small busi- 
nesses at the Renaissance Washing- 
ton Hotel. Call (202) 205-6435 for 
more information. 


WASHINGTON —The Mickey 
Leland Award for "Excellence in 
Diversity" was given to Ivan Seiden- 
berg, Bell Atlantic chairman and chief 
executive officer, by the National 
Association of Black Telecommunica- 
tions Professionals (NABTP). The 
nted at a ceremony 

TP Ei 


Convention in Washington, DC. 

"In words and deeds, Ivan Seiden- 
berg has demonstrated both Bell 
Atlantic’s corporate and his personal 


Huddleston cited a number of Bell 
Atlantic commitments and actions that 
promote diversity, including: 

Bell Atlantic's pledge last year to 
the U.S. Small Business Administra- 
tion to increase corporate purchasing 
and sub-contracting from minority-run 
businesses to the tune of $1 billion by 
the year 2000. 

Bell Atlantic’s pledge in January to 
have minority investment firms man- 
age $50 million of Bell Atlantic pen- 
sion fund assets 


direction of more 


to the Africa 
Hispanic and the other minority groups 
that define the cities and towns served 
by Bell Atlantic,” said Monica Huddle- 
ston, president of the NABTP. 
During the awards ceremony 


The power 
of money 


Do you wonder where your pay- 
check went or why you can't seem to 
save? Do you want to eliminate debts 
or begin investing? 

On Wednesday and Thursday, 
Mav 14th ond 20th, The Black United 
Fund of N. J. will host The RULES of 
WEALTH Seminar about The Power 
of Money at the BUF\NJ Headquarters, 
n So. Harison Street, East Orange 

N.J., from 7:30 to 9:30 PM. The 

LES of WEALTH seminar, is a two 
(2) day, intensive, educational seminar 
and workshop designed to teach pro- 
ductive financial concepts. The event 
will be hosted by S. Ivor Alleyne, with 
guest presenter, author and lecturer, 


Michael D. Richmond. 
Richmond po from the Chicago 


“Judgement Proof and 
Text Smart” and co-author e "God 's 
Money in Caesar Pocket", 

AMD woko io let 
circuit, Richmond is the Executive 
Director of the National Council of 
Certified Estate Planners, Founder of 
The Affiliate Network and Editor and 
Trainer for the Certified Estate Plan- 
ners curriculum. 

Alleyne, a Certified Estate Planner 
and Financial Advisor with Guardian 
Investor Services Corporation, is a cur- 
rent member of the National Council of 
Certified Estate Planners. He special- 
izes in Business and Personal Financial 
Services with à focus on Asset Protec- 
fion and Wealth Creation. 

Call (973) 676-5283 (Dial exten- 
sion #15-voicemail line after hours) for 
reservations and additional informa- 


n 
Enrollment is limited. Free parking 
on premises is available 


than 80 percent of the Bell Atlantic 
Foundation’s $33 million annual bud- 


Bell Atlantic Chairman Ivan Seidenberg receives 
Mickey Leland Award for “Excellence in Diversity” 


1960s, would help transform Black 
America and usher in equality and eco- 
nomic empowerment 

Leland also was one of the first 
advisors to the founders of the NABTP, 
a non-profit organization. The National 
Association of Black Telecommunica- 
tions Professionals is comprised of a 
powerful network of professionals with 
diverse backgrounds in the telecommu- 
nications industry, including small 
business owners and students. 

The Association seeks to fulfill 
Leland’s belief in telecommunications 
by educating and informing its mem- 
bers, the industry and the public on 


get to assist schools, libraries and other matters pertaining to the use of 
'y-based orga that i to enhance career 
benefit minorities development and spur economic 


Seidenberg’s strong assurance to 
Bell Atlantic employees that minorities 
will be well represented throughout the 
ranks of the company when Bell 
Atlantic and G merge. Huddleston 
noted that currently more than one 
quarter of Bell Atlantic employees is 
ed of minorities, with many 
serving as directors and some in even 
higher positions. 

The NABTP's Excellence in 
Diversity award is named after the late 
Congressman Mickey Leland (D- 
Texas), who was a strong supporter of 
diversity in telecommunications. 
Leland believed that information high- 
ways, like the Freedom Riders of the 


growth 

Bell Atlantic is at the forefront of 
the new communications and informa- 
tion industry, 

With more than 42 million tele- 
lion access lines and 8.6 million 
wireless customers worldwide, Bell 
Allantic companies are premier 
providers of advanced wireline voice 
MB dau sentes, market leaders in 
wireless services and the world's 
largest publishers of directory informa- 
tion. Bell Atlantic companies are also 
among the world's largest investors in 
high-growth global communications 
markets, with. operations and invest- 
ments in 23 countries. 


Making sense out of your 
retirement plan distribution 


You may soon be faced with 
decisions regarding your distribu- 
tion from your employer's retire- 
ment plan. The many options avail- 
able to you can make the decision a 
difficult one. Since this distribution 
may involve the largest single sum 
of money you have ever had to 
manage, it is crucial that you have 
all the facts before taking any 
course of action. 

This class is offered free to the 
public to enhance the knowledge 
and information needed to improve 
investing skills, to increase savings 
and to reduce personal debt. 

Rutgers Cooperative Extension 
of Union County, located at 300 
North Avenue East, in Westfield, 
will offer "Variable Annuities: 
Making Sense Out of Your Retire- 
ment Plan Distribution” on Mon- 
day, May 24, 1999 from 7-9 PM 

This seminar will, provide a 
unique opportunity to receive up- 
to-date information regarding the 
alternatives of rolling your distribu- 
tion over to an IRA versus paying 
taxes on it now. Join us for an infor- 
mative talk on this timely subject. 

REGISTER for this FREE sem- 


CITY News 


Janitor 
Services 
‘One Stop Cleaning Service 
For Commercial & 


tial Customers 
Free Estimates & $100 OFF 
‘with Combined Cleaning 


*Powerwash-Interior/Exterior| 
{General Clean Strip & W 
imer w & Carpet feaning 


* Administrative Assistant 
Customer Representative. 
* PC Technician 

* Help Desk Analyst 


FREE TRAINING 
IF YOU QUALIFY 


Gain required skills 
for these positions: 


Call Us: 
jen 392-6500 


(609) 835-0171 


Call Today 


/ORKLIFE TRA 
n South Ave., Fanwood 


108-322-3020 
INING 


custom 


T-SHIRTS 
908-486-6688 


` 
Ff Looking for a Mortgage $$$ 
1 

1| Free Consultation 
1 by phone 

* AII Credit 

* AII Property types 

* Refi Cash-out 


* Purchases 
* Foreclosures. 


call: Bentick Mortgage 
201-384-5100 
pgr. # 888-669-5174 
$$$ ask for Gail $$$ 


inar by calling 908-654-9854 


Place your 
business ad here 
for a low, low, 
price! Just call 
908-754-3400 
and talk to one 
of our 
advertising 
representatives 


Teachers get high 

marks on computer 
knowledge, though 
classes ill-equipped 


TRENTON — A new university survey reveals that New Jersey teachers 
have made great strides in learning to use computers and the Internet. But, the 
technology is not available in many classrooms in the state and their use is not 
being emphasized in teaching. The oy conducted with Garden State high 
school teachers, is the third in a ping to gauge how well schools 
are preparing students to enter the w EM. 


Teachers keeping up on technology 
The survey, sponsored by Rutgers Business School, the state Chamber of 
and Arthur Andersen, concluded teachers are doing an excellent 
pace with em: technologies. Eighty-six percent of respon- 
a personal computer, 91 percent could find information on the 
Internet and 94 percent could use a word processor. 


jiven that the Internet is still relatively new and that personal com 
puting has come into its own in recent years, it is surprising that these num 
bers are so high," said Howard Tuckman, dean of Rutgers Business School. 
“It demonstrates the rapid pace at which technology has permeated everyday 
life. 


reat news because computers, the Internet and word processing 
programs E fundamental tools in business," said Chamber President Joan 
Verplanck. “Teachers need to be well versed in these technologies so that stu- 
dents can be deco to enter the workforce 


Curriculum and computer equipment remain behind 
While teachers are familiar with the latest technologies, the integration of 
computers and the Internet into instruction is not keeping pace. Nearly 65 per 


cent of teachers reported having a computer in their classroom. However, P 
average wa only 4.6 computers for the average class of 22 students. Ei 
nine percent had a computer lab available to students and 43 percent hi "s 
Internet connection in their classroom. But only 33 percent had all three. 


“You could look at these numbers and say New Jersey has made great 
strides in recent years," continued Verplanck. "But when you consider the 
business landscape in New Jersey, this is not a flattering picture. A computer 
is standard issue for most jobs today and students need more exposure on a 
regular basis. 

While almost half of teachers thought computer skills crucial to job suc- 
cess, only 12 percent stressed this skill in their classroom. Forty six percent 
of New Jersey teachers did not require students to use any type of word pro- 
cessing, Internet browser, database or spreadsheet software 
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CALENDAR 


FRIDAY, MAY 14 


NEW YORK — The Beacon Theater 
presents the gospel musical “Lord 
Why Do | Keep Choosing The 
Wrong Man" beginning at 8 p.m 
(212) 496-7070 


SATURDAY, MAY 15 


SOMERSET — First Baptist Com- 
munity Development Corporation 
hosts a family fun day picnic and 
celebrity outing at Buccleuch Park 
in New Brunswick beginning at 9 
a.m, (732) 247-9531 


SUNDAY, MAY 16 


NEWARK — The African Globe Arts 
& Entertainment in association with 
Newark Symphony Hall presents a 
gospel showcase concert beginning 
at 6 p.m. (973) 624-1584. 


PLAINFIELD — Faith Tabernacle 
Church presents a women's day 
conference on family and worship. 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. (908) 757- 
6358. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 19 


PATERSON — New Christian 
Tabernacle Church Family hosts a 
mortgage burning program at New 
Christian Tabernacle Church of God 
in Christ beginning at 4:30 p.m. 
(973) 942-8660 


PLAINFIELD — The House of 
Prayer Church of God in Christ 
holds a “Holy Ghost Conference" on 
the state of the black church begin- 
ning at 8 p.m. (908) 561-8666. 


RELIGION. 


NEW YORK — This is the 15th 
Anniversary cDonald's 
GospelFest and it promises to be a 
spectacular show with such luminaries 
as Vicki Winans, Timothy Wright The 
Thomas Whitfield Company, Bronx 
Mass Choir, Richard Smallwood & 
Vision and previous GospelFest win- 
mers, Last Appeal. The star-studded 
Gala takes place at The Theater At 
Madison Square Garden on Saturday, 
June 26th from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 
p.m. Sponsored by the McDonald's 
Restaurant Owners in the New York, 
New Jersey, Connecticut tri-state area 
and presented this year in partnership 
with Coca-Cola, McDonald’ 
GospelFest is a community-based cel- 
ebration of gospel music. An open 


eligion 


McDonald's Gospelfest celebrates 15 


competition for all nonprofessional 
choirs and soloists will make up the 
preliminary auditions, and final com- 
petition. Winners will then perform at 
the Gala at The Theater at Madison 
Square Garden. And for the first time 
ever, this event will be taped and aired 
on WABC-TV, Channel 7, on Satur- 
day, July 10th from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 


* 
5 


n 
GospelFest is a wonderful oppor- 
tunity for choirs or soloists in the tri- 
state area, who have a message, a 
sound, and a look that convey the spir- 
it, power and joy of gospel music, to. 
showcase their talents and perform 
with some of gospel's greats at the 
Gala in June. For more 


Ron Bailey, McDonald's Restau- 
rant Owner and President of the 
McDonald's GospelFest. 
754 ae Ext. 105 V dn Vega, 
nald's Cor- 


please contact Angela E. Spears at 


etin; 
* Wc fr 516-872- faa 
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The solutions to our problems are within us 


Junious Ricardo Stanton 


"Counsel in the heart of man is like 
deep water; but the man (person) of 
understanding will draw it out." 

roverbs 20:5 l 
“The only voice that can sustain a 
people is the inner cultural. wisdom of. 
that people. We've bought and paid dou- 
bly for the Eurocentric image: let's now 
try the Afrikan-centered substance and 
quality-bring it into our homes, jobs, 
campuses, prisons, pulpits, politics and 

institutions.” Haki R. Madhubuti 

The Nation of Islam's Elijah 
Muhammad aptly referred to Africans in 
America as lost — meaning we had lost 
our names, culture, sense of self and pur- 
pose. Any serious student of our history 
or astute observer of our current situa- 
tion would conclude that we are lost, 
devoid of a group identity, goals, direc- 
tion or functional cohesiveness. We are 
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lost because those who brought us to this 
hemisphere chose to subject our ances- 
tors to a process that attempted to break 
their spirits, dehumanize them and trans- 
farm and acculturate them to a Efe ef 
brutal and forced servitude. 

Africans were taught to hate every- 
thing about themselves, to view their 
homeland with contempt, to be ashamed 
of their deep melanin, hair, features — 
their very essence. They were told they 
were ugly, that Africans had no history, 
had contributed nothing to human 
progress and were at the bottom of the 
evolutionary ladder. 

This process was trans-generational. 
Tt lasted through chattel slavery, was 
modified and intensified into a racial 
cast system following Reconstruction, 
and was amended again into an insidious 
policy to foster the dependency and 
mental lethargy we experience now. The 
result is we are lost. 

And, unlike in earlier times, our cur- 
rent leaders lack vision of how best to 
ameliorate our situation. There are no 
Richard Allens, Paul Cuffes, Frederick 
Douglasses, "Pap" Singeltons, Booker 
T. Washingtons, Marcus Garveys, Elijah 
Muhammads or Charles Houstons to 
furnish new ideas and actions to 
improve our lot. 

Does this mean we'll remain lost? 
Certainly not. But, it does mean we have 
to been more diligent in our efforts to 
define our situation, formulate effective. 
strategies and create institutions that will 
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serve our needs. We cannot turn to the 
people and system that has brutalized, 
exploited and demeaned us and expect 
them to assist in our recovery and regen- 
eration 

So, what do we do? Where do we 
tum? Where do we go from here? We 
must as Booker T. Washington adinon- 
ished us to, "Start where you are with 
what you have, knowing that what you 
have is plenty enough 

Despite outward appearances, our 
situation is not hopeless nor is it irre- 
versible. It is not divinely ordained that 
we remain on the bottom of an immoral 
and racist social order. We are equipped. 
to overcome the vicissitudes of life and 
our oppression. 

Life is meant to be lived from the 
inside out. The solutions to its problems 
are within us. We do not have to go out- 
side of ourselves or our communities. 
The answers are closer than our very 
skin; all we have to do is draw them out 
We have access to infinite intelligence 
(intuition), wisdom and guidance. Intu- 
ition (the still small voice) is always cor- 
rect no matter how unusual or strange it 
may seem at the time. 

"We have access to the collective 
memories and guidance of the Divine 
Mind, All we have to do is reconnect to 
our source and draw it out. Answers will 
come, but we must be obedient and act 
upon them. 

You may contact Juniou Stanton at 
e-mail address: JRSwriter@ aol.com 


PLAINFIELD — The SisterCare 
Women’s Ministry of Faith Taberna- 
cle Church, requests the honor of your 
presence during our Women's Day 
Conference on May 14, 15, 16. Our 
theme this year is, “Sisters, Provoking 
One Another Unto Love And To 
Good Works.” 

We believe that God is calling not 
only the women of FTC but the entire 
church body to a place of Love and 
Good Works, in preparation for the 
great things He wants to do through 
Us. 


“And let US « « 
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NEW BRUNSWICK Soul 
Brothers Productions Company, Inc. is 
proud to venture into new and exciting 
venues and opportunities to spread the 
message of God's love through the 
gospel music medium. Such an oppor- 
tunity has been offered us for the 
month of June; and we are excited and 
pleased to share with you. 

On Saturday, June 12, 1999, Soul 
Brothers Production Company, in 
association with Six Flags Great 
Adventure, will be presenting Verity 
Records recording artist, John P. Kee 
and his New Life Community Choir, 
for two shows only — at 4 and 8 PM 
Tickets can be purchased in advance 
for groups of 10 or more at $25 per 
person, through Soul Brothers Produc- 
tion Company on or before June 1, 
1999, 


John P. Kee has over 12 albums 
and countless awards, he well 
deserves the title as the prince gospel 
because he literally burst on the gospel 
scene over 15 years ago and was the 
catalyst that challenged the traditional 
style and presentation of gospel music. 
John P. Kee has reignited the celebra- 
tion, high-energy components in 
gospel music and perhaps the most 
appealing feature is his ability to 
weave in personal family stories that 
strikes a chord again and again with 
his loyal fan base. 

John P. Kee has won several 
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Local church will host 
a conference on women 


er to provoke unto love and to good 
works: Not forsaking the assembling 
of ourselves. . .but exhorting one 


another: and so much the more, as ye 
see the day approaching." Hebrews 
10:24-25 


We decree, that as a result of what 
God will do during this Women's Day 
Conference, we will be bound to pro- 
voke one another unto Love and to 
Good Works knowing full well that 
our Lord and Savior is soon to return. 

Please join with us as we magnify 
and glorify God, as He prepares us to 
perform His word. 


John P. Kee and The New Life 
Community Choir are coming 
to Six Flags Great Adventure 


awards for his work. 1996 Grammy 
Award Nomination for Best Gospel 
Album by a Choir/Chorus Stellar 
Award for Song of the Year for "Show 
Up!" Dove Award for Contemporary 
Gospel Recorded Song of the Year 
from the Colorblind release, VIP-Vic- 
tory in Praise Convention is one of 
John P. Kee's favorite projects he hosts 
every year. The VIP Convention 
attracts thousands of musicians 
singers, choir directors come and par- 
ate in various music workshops 
aha a live recording culminates the 
weeks activities. John’s 13 album 
discography includes 5 releases with 
the New Life Community Choir, 3 
with Victory In Praise (VIP), 2 solo 
projects, one Christmas release, one 
children’s project and a specialty pro- 
ject entitled “Surrender” featuring the 
female’ singers from the New Life 
Community Choir. 

Six Flags Great Adventure has 
added more than 25 new rides and 
attractions for the 1999 season includ- 
ing a whole new children’s section 
called Looney Tunes Seaport and 
Medusa a thrilling floorless Super 
Coaster! 

For more information, directions 
and tickets, please contact Soul Broth- 
ers Production Co. at (732) 422-6674 
or 1-(888)-403-9769. Visit our Website 
at www.soulbrothers.com or e-mail us 
at-gospelmusic@soulbrothers.com. 
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HeartBeat 


City News B: 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 12 


JERSEY CITY — Jersey City Medical 
Center offers a support group for newly 
diagnosed breast cancer patients begin- 
ning at 6 pm. (201) 915-2273. 


FRIDAY, MAY 14 


NEWARK — The University Medicine 
and Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ) 
holds a day long forum on educating 
health professionals for culturally com- 
petent care beginning at 8 am. (973) 
972-4267. 


SATURDAY, MAY 15 


NORTH BRUNSWICK — The American 
Heart Association offers a seminar on 
brain attack caused by stroke. Call (732) 
821-2610 for location and time. 


MONDAY, MAY 17 


SOMERSET — The Mental Health 
Association in Somerset County pre- 
sents the First Annual Chocolate 
Fantasy Benefit Fundrasier at the 
Doubletree Hotel beginning at 7 p.m. 
(908) 722-8520. 


TUESDAY, MAY 18 


EDISON — JFK Medical Center offers a 
course on infant care beginning at 7 p.m. 
(732) 632-1632. 

WEL “DAY MAY 26 
JERSEY CITY — Jersey City Medical 
Center offers a support group for breast 
Cancer survivors beginning at 6 pm. 
(201) 915-2273. 


THURSDAY, MAY 27 


NEWARK — Newark Beth Israel 
Hospital holds “Senior Day’ which exam- 
ines at situations effecting senior as part 
its commemoration of Older 
‘Americans Month beginning at 10 a.m. 
(973) 926-7175. 


GARWOOD — The Emmanual Cancer 
Foundation will hold a fund-raising event 
at Crossroads Restaurant beginning at 
6:30 p.m. (908) 232-5666. 


PLAINFIELD — Cedarbrock School pre- 
sents the Literacy Health Fair inside the 
schools mult-purpose room beginning 
at 8:30 a.m. (908) 753-3269. 


Torricelli Lauds 
Passage of 

Lou Gerhriag’s 
Disease 
Resolution 


Senate Passes Legislators’s ALS 
Awareness Month Resolution 


WASHINGTON, D.C. — Sen. 
Robert G. Torricelli (D-N.J.) lauded 
the Senate’s passage of his resolution 
officially declaring the month of May 
as “National awareness Month,” 

Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 
(ALS), more commi 
Lou Gerhriag's disease, 
devastating disease that has no cause. 
or cure. Each year, 5,000 new cases of 
ALS are diagnosed — over 13 new. 
cases per day — and life expectancy 
is only two to five years 

Approximately 850 cases of ALS 
currently live with ALS. An estimated 
300,000 Americans alive today will 
die of ALS and only through raising 
awareness can we hope to eliminate 
this disease. 

Torricelli's resolution designates 
the month of May in 1999 and 2000 
as “National ALS Awareness Month” 
in an effort to increase awareness of 
ALS and highlight a month-long 
series of S-related activities 
including public service announce- 
ments and educational campaigns 
nationwide. The legislation, passes by 
the Senate unanimously today, lays 


Torricelli said. “Many know ALS as 
the disease that stuck down Lou 
, but few know the tragic 
ALS still has on its victims. 

gh increased funding, science 
has made great strides, but only 
through raising awareness can we 
» eradicate this devastating dis- 


a 

The ALS Association applauds 
Senator Torricelli for his efforts to 
conquer ALS,” stated Mike Havlicek, 
President of The ALS Association 
“We look forward to work- 
with him as he continues his quest 
elp the ALS community " 

ALS has taken the lives of a num- 
ber of prominent Americans includ- 
ing Senator Jacob Javits, actor 
Michael Zaslow, and of course, base- 
ball legend Lou Gerhiag's. The recent 
diagnosis of baseball Hall of Fame 
great "Catfish" Hunter has brought 
the spotlight back on ALS. 


Natural remed 


NEW YORK — It's only natural. 
Using natural remedies could save 
your life, says Dr. James F. Balch, 
author of “10 Natural Remedies That 
Can Save Your Life" (Doubleday, $19 
95) 


Simpl. changes such as a regular 
walk and changing your lighting may 


improve your health, says a new book. 

Balch's first book, i 
for Nutritional Healin, 
him as an authority in the fields of 
alternative and complementary medi- 
cine. In his new book, he shows read- 
ers how to protect their own health 
with such natural immune-boosters as 


ies can save your life 


getting enough natural light and oxy- 


Some natural remedies Balch dis- 
cusses in detail include: 

Barley grass — a rich source of 
nutrients. 

*The Three Gs — garlic, ginseng 
and gingko 


*Chelation Therapy — a natural 
rocess in which a combination of 
nutrients is used to cleanse the body of 
dangerous substances such as lead and 


*Natural hormone maintenance 
with safer, natural alternatives that 
reduce cancer risk 


"This book is a must read fc 
those looking to better themseleve 
health wise," said Balch. ingri 
dents have been around for years an 
now everyone will notice the bene 
fits 

The book is available whereve 
books are sold. 


“You gave my mother a re 
to get up each morning 


Clementine Mensah has 
peace of mind at work since 
her mother started coming to 
Muhlenberg Regional Medical 
Center’s Adult Medical Day 


vV 


Care Center. 


minor ailments. 


what I saw. 


ason 


|»? 


*My mother lives with me. And 
though she got by on her own 
while I was at work—by sleeping 
late and passing time watching 
television—it was hardly living. I 
worried about her safety and health 
because she has diabetes, high 
blood pressure and some other 


One day, I visited Muhlenberg 
Regional Mcdical Center's Adult 
Medical Day Care Center. I liked 


At first my mother was hesitant, 
but you wouldn't know it now. 
She's ready at 7 a.m. for the 
8:30 a.m. shuttle! Her days are filled 
with new friends and activities. She 
can't wait to tell me about her day 
when I get home. Before, my mom 
was existing; now she's really living!" 


Call Judy Bartlett today and ask 
about our free In-Home Adult 
Medical Day Care Assessment. It's 
a special visit from one of our 
certified professionals and will help 
you decide if adult day care is right 
for you and your loved one 

And when you call, we'll send you 
a Home Safety Information Check 
List absolutely free! 


(908)668-2328 


MUHLENBERG REGIONAL 


MEDICAL CENTER 


| PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 


shs.org 


SOLARIS HEALTH SYSTEM 


Billboard 


THURSDAY, MAY 6 


NEWARK — Newark Symphony 
Hall presents David E. Talbert 
gospel play "Mr. Right Now" begin- 
ning at 8 p.m. (973) 624-1584 


NEW YORK — The Beacon Theater 
presents the gospel play "Lord, 
Why do I Keep Choosing The 

rong Man" beginning at 8 p.m 
(212) 496-7070 


FRIDAY, MAY 7 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The State 
Theater presents Diane Schuur 
and the Duke Ellington Orchestra 
beginning at 8 p.m. (732) 246- 
7469, 


NEWARK — The African Globe 
Arts & Entertainment in association 
with Newark Symphony Hall pre- 
sents an R&B showcase at the 
African Globe Theater inside 
Newark Symphony hall beginning 
at 8 p.m. (973) 624-1584. 


NEW YORK — New Federal The- 
ater presents the story of actress 
Rose McClendon in “Rose McClen- 
don: Harlem's Gift to Broadway” at 
the Abrons Arts Center beginning 
at 7:30 p.m. (212) 279-4200. 


SATURDAY, MAY 8 


NEWARK — The New Jersey Per- 
forming Arts (NJPAC) presents the 
Dance Theater of Harlem begin- 
ning at 8 p.m. 1-(888)-GO-NJPAC. 


SUNDAY, MAY 9 


RAHWAY — The Arts Guild of Rah- 
way presents The Jazz '99 Series 
featuring The Bob Van Wyk Quintet 
beginning at 2 p.m. (732) 499- 


NEWARK — The African Globe 
Arts & Entertainment in association 
with Newark Symphony Hall pre- 
sents "Fashion Show: Tour 2000" at 
the African Globe Theater located 
inside Newark Symphony Hall 
beginning at 3 p.m. (973) 624- 
1584. 


NEWARK — The New Jersey Per- 
forming Arts Center presents the 
Cleveland Orchestra beginning at 
7:30, p.m. 1-(888)-GO-NJPAC. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 12 


NEWARK — The New Jersey Per! 

forming Arts Center (NJPAC) pre- 

sents the Lincoln Center Jazz 

Orchestra with Wynton Marsalis 

beginning at 7:30 p.m. 1-(888)-GO- 
IJPAC. 


SATURDAY, MAY 15 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The State 
Theater presents the American 
Repertory Ballet Co. production of 
"An American Cinderella" begin- 
ning at 7 p.m. (732) 246-7469. 


SUNDAY, MAY 16 


BELVIDERE — Four Sisters Winery 
at Matarazo Farms presents Spring 
Frolic Fashion Show beginning at 1 
p.m. (908) 475-3671 
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Sinbad's Soul Music Festival returns 
to St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands 


Memorial Day music festival starts May 26 


LOS ANGELES — For the fifth year, actor-comedian Sinbad will 
bring some of the world's favorite music acts to the Caribbean Sea for five 
days of music, shopping, dining and beach parties. From main stage 
music concerts to day-long beach parties, comedy festivals and nightly 
dining on spicy Caribbean cuisine, the annual Memorial Day Weekend 
event has become the preferred kick-off for summer activities for thou- 
sands of Americans. 

Teaming up again with KMart, Sinbad's Soul Music Festival has 
become one of the grandest entertainment festivals in the Caribbean, 
bringing more than $69 million into the Caribbean and Travel economy 
since its inception in 1995 

“I appreciate working with KMart because they offer families quality 
products at affordable prices and they have a great layaway program,” 
Sinbad said. “I know this because my mom still has clothes on layaway. 
Inall seriousness, I especially admire KMart for giving back to the neigh- 
borhoods where they do business.” 

An estimated 7,000 tourists from the 48 contiguous states as well as 
islanders from the U.S. Virgin Islands are expected to participate in the 
week-long festivities. 

US. Virgin Islands Gov. Charles W. Turnbull applauds Sinbad's 
choice. “We are very happy to welcome the KMart Presents. . . Sinbad 
Soul Music Festival to our home. Both the public and private sectors of, 
our community worked very hard to bring this'prestigious festival to the 
USVI, and we know that our visitors and guests will enjoy the hospitali- 
ty of this American paradise in the Caribbean,” Turnbull said. 

Sinbad added, “The U.S. Virgin Islands opened their arms to us as 
soon as we landed on this wonderful island. Gov. Turnbull came forward 


A Detroit artist shows off 
his work in TV Special 


DETROIT — “Come unto Me: The Faces of Tyree Guyton,” a 30- 
minute documentary celebrating artist Tyree Guyton’s outdoor artscape 
in the heart of blighted Detroit, debuts Thursday May 27 at 7:30 p.m. 
(ET) on CINEMAX's “Reel Life” series. Filmmaker Nicole Cattell cap- 
tures the story of Tyree Guyton as he remains true to his artistic vision, 
The Heidelberg Project, in the face of heated opposition from Detroit's city 
administration. 

More than 30 years after the infamous Detroit riots, much of the inner 
city remains deserted, run down and neglected. Guyton took the very 
symbols of this neglect - a couple of rundown houses on a mostly aban- 
doned downtown block, heaps of discarded household articles, even an old 
bus - and transformed them into an evocative expression of environmen- 
tal art that has attracted art lovers and the curious from around the 
world. 

Old shoes, clothing, household items, toys, car hoods, and several 
abandoned homes on the street formed the canvas of Guyton's unique 
expression of environmental art. He nurtured and expanded his surreal 
landscape armed with buckets of paint and a vision inspired by a passage 
spoken by Jesus Christ, “come unto me,” in which even the outcasts 
among us are welcomed. 

Turning the corner onto Heidel- 
berg Street, Guyton's work is a stun- 
ning burst of colorful imagery, both 
fantastical and whimsical, that 
appears chaotic at first but then takes 
on a strange and haunting dignity. 

In 1991, former Mayor Coleman 
Young ordered the demolition of four 
houses. Within a year, Grandpa Mack- 
ey passed away but not before telling. 
Guyton, "You can't stop, regardless of 
what people might say, you've got to 
continue. “Jenenne Whitfield, who just 
happened to turn down Heidelberg 
Street one day in 1993, was so inspired 
she became the executive director and 
has since led the revival of The Heidel- 
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‘Actor/comedian Sinbad will host his Fifth Soul Music Festival from the U.S. 
Virgin Islands on Memorial Day Weekend. 


from day one and said, ‘How do we help you make this happen” You can- 
not know how much easier and more effective this makes our job. The 
excitement I feel about this year's festival could be likened to what a child 
feels the night before Christmas — thrilled and full of joy.” 

He said the local islanders made organizers feel welcomed, “not just 
in speech but also by their actions.” 

Sinbad’s festival won the prestigious NAACP. Image Award consecu- 
tively for two years in the “Most Outstanding Variety Series/Special” cat- 
egory. The KMart Presents..Sinbad's Soul Music Festival will be taped 
for pay-per-view to air in J 

Gall the Soul Music Festival’ toll free number, (800) 266-SOUL. 


ieo Glion gelpturas/puch ae lie one p vun here, have been the 
raged with art lovers around the world. 

berg Project. She brought a renewed sense of direction as Guyton strug- 
gled to bring the installation back to its original magnificence. And, she 
insured that his efforts received national and international recognition. 


The Ric- 
Charles 
Ensemble 
comes to 
Newark 


PLAINFIELD — The Ric- 
Charles Choral Ensemble will 
be performing its 19th Annual 
Spring Concert on Saturday, 


The Ric-Charles Choral Ensemble 


May 15, 1999 at 7:00 P.M. in 
the sanctuary of Bethany Bap- 
tist Church, 275 West Market 
Street, Newark, NJ. The group 
has offered two decades of 
musical offerings to our listen- 
ing audiences is New York, 
Washington, D.C., Pennsylva- 
nia, Maryland, Virginia, West 
Virginia, Illinois, Georgia, 
Texas, as well as, their home 
State of New Jersey. 

The thirty member ensem- 
ble have performed with the 
legendary Lou Rawls, Joe 
Williams, Nancy Wilson, and 
Dr. Maya Angelou 

Financial support from this 
year's concert will be utilized 
to promote several events cele- 
brating our twentieth year the 
millennium 
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1996 Olympic winner sprinted to 
victory 


Years before the 1996 
Olympics, when his only idea of 
the outside world came from a sta- 
tic-laced radio broadcast, the boy 
named Haile Gebrselassie decided 
to run. 

The eighth of ten children born 
to a farmer's wife in a mud hut in 
Ethiopia, one of the world's poorest. 
countries, he ran six miles to 
school and back, his books tucked 
in the crook of one arm. Like all of 
his siblings, he worked hard in the 
fields under his father's stern gaze. 
Haile, however, was known for his 
persistence, still chopping firewood 
or threshing wheat when his older 
brothers had given up, still goad- 
ing oxen to pull the plow farther. 

After the chores were done and 
after his daily three-hour trip to 


Atlanta Olympics, directed by 
America’s chief sports documen- 
tarian, Bud Greenspan, with origi- 
nal music composed by John Pow- 
ell and produced by Hans Zimmer. 

At first, Haile Gebrselassie 
seemed no different than other 
young Ethiopians who aspire to be 
great runners much like American 
boys dream of being basketball 
stars. 

On the day in 1980 that the 
famous Ethiopian runner and 
national hero Miruts Yifter ran the 
10,000 m race at the Moscow 
Olympics, Haile returned from his 
daily trek to fetch water. The 
house was deserted, the family in 
the fields. His father always hid 
the batteries for the radio, but the 

ight- ld knew 


fetch the family’s water, he would 
take off across the fields. Then he 
would run-barefoot and in the 
same clothes he wore while work- 
ing the farm. 

He ran up hills under the hot 
African sun, down gullies and 
escarpments, following cowpaths 
and dirt roads. He skirted the big 
sycamore trees that dotted the 
plains and sprinted through tall 
grass. If he stumbled with a thorn 
in his heel, sobbing as his mother 
me it out, it wouldn't deter 

him. 

Haile would do anything to 
keep running. 

Walt Disney Pictures presents 
"Endurance, a story of courage 
and triumph from Edward R. 
Pressman and Terrence Malick's 
La Junta, LLC Productions in 
association with Film Four and 
Helkon Media  Filmvertrieb. 
Directed by premier British docu- 
mentary filmmaker Leslie Wood- 
head, the film features actual 
footage of Haile Gebrselassie's leg- 
endary 10,000 m race at the 


where to find them and crouching 
behind the hut, he listened to the 
broadcast of Yifter's dramatic vic- 
tory. 


It was well-known among fam- 
ily members that one, Haile got an 
idea in his head, it stuck. He would 
become totally focused, stubbornly 
refusing to let anything get in his 
way. That day, Haile decided to be 
a runner like Yifter. 

And from then on, there was 
no stopping him. 

The image of winning firmly 
rooted in his mine Haile began to 
run more, longer, faster. Finally, at 
age 17, Haile decided to move to 
his brother's home in Addis. There 
he could focus and train with 
Ethiopia's junior team. 

In 1994, Haile broke the 
5,000m world record. In 1995, a 
string of world records followed. By 
1996, at the age of 23, Haile was 
one of the distance runners at the 
Atlanta Olympics. Watch the 
story of Haile as he runs all the 
way from Ethiopia straight to a 
theatre near yon on May 14. 


Award winning 
journalist explores black 
journey to fatherhood 


Recent statistics show that 
nearly 23 million American 
children do not live with their 
biological fathers and almost 40 
percent of children of divorced 
parents have not seen their 
fathers in the past 


hol and do poorly in school 

The epidemic of the single- 
parent household is even more 
acute in the African American 
community where only 36 per- 
cent of black children live in 
households headed by married 
couples. According to award- 
winning syndicated columnist 
and author Leonard Pitts, the 
most immediate threat facing 
black children is the simple fact 
that black fathers are not at 
home. “In families character- 
ized by strong black women and 
absent black men, it has given 
support to the disastrous notion 
that maybe fathers aren’t really 
that necessary after all,” Pitts 
says. “But fathers are more 
than just breadwinners. They 
provide a dynamic that’s irre- 
placeable.” 

In his new book “BECOM- 
ING DAD: Black Men and the 
Journey to Fatherhood" 
(Longstreet, $22.00), Leonard 
Pitts explores the issue of black 
fatherhood through personal 
anecdotes and dozens of inter- 
views with black men across 
America. A three-time winner 
of the National Headliner 
Award and a finalist for the 
Pulitzer Prize in 1992, Pitts 
presents men from all walks of 
life who grapple with past 
pains inflicted upon them by 
their own fathers while they 
struggle to be good fathers to 
their own children. 

Pitts himself grew up in a 
household with an abusive alco- 
holic father who was absent a 
great deal of the time and says 
a day never passes when he 
doesn’t wonder whether he’s a 


decent father to his five chil- 


dren. His curiosity about 
whether other men wrestled 
same 

[ns oma hade. 


groups that specialize in 
helping men to become better 
fathers,” he notes. “The idea 
was to construct a conversation 
with my peers on the ways in 
which we, as black men, suc- 
ceed or fail at making ourselves 
pou or better yet, dads." 

In the many interviews 

Pitts conducted, the thing that 
repeatedly impressed him was 
that where fatherhood is con- 
cerned, black men have an 
eagerness and a need to unbur- 
den themselves of unspoken 
feelings and fears. "I spoke to 
drug dealers, businessmen, stu- 
dents, and  others-asking 
fathers about their fathers and 
sons about their sons," Pitts 
says. "Men, who in my estima- 
tion and theirs, had failed to 
become good fathers were 
amazingly candid in discussing 
why and those who had suc- 
ceeded in that quest against all 
reasonable expectations were 
just as willing to\talk about 
how." ] 
And the latter «ample is 
the story that gets missed, Pitts 
says. "While the perception of 
black men as failed fathers is 
real and abiding and must be 
dealt with, there are black men 
scarred by their own upbring- 
ings, who-by force of persis- 
tence and will make decent and 
honorable fathers of them- 
selves," he notes. "Kids look for 
the guiding hand of a commit- 
ted man. They deserve this and 
there's no excuse for the mar. 
who brought them into the 
world not to give it to them. 
This is a need that must be met 
now So you pick yourself up 
trom where you've fallen and 
you get on with it. You do the 
job." 


An olympic & world hero, Ethiopian distance runner Haile Gebrselassie (top) found the strength and 
courage to win the gold medal not just for himself, but for his country. Below, Gebrselassie (left) plays him- 
self in Disney's movie "Endurance." He is featured with his real life wife Alem Tellahun. 


The sounds 
of Africa 
echo 
through 
New Jersey 


Kayaga of Africa are Bris- 
tol-Myers Squibb’s artists-in- 
residence at the State Theatre 

NEW BRUNSWICK — 
First you hear the drums—the 
heartbeat of a nation. Then the 
powerful voices call in refrain, 
as the dancers summon the 
spirit of Africa through move- 
ment and music. This spirit 
resounds through Central New 
Jersey May 3-13, when the 
State Theatre presents Kayaga 
of Africa, a versatile music, 
dance, and storytelling ensem- 
ble from Uganda. Namu Lwan- 
ga, the Artistic Director of 
Kayaga, visits 13 different 
sites in New Brunswick and its 
surrounding ^ communities. 
Accompanied by her Kayaga 
troupe, she also presents three 
performances at the State The- 
atre. 
For the two weeks that 
Lwanga calls Central Jersey 
home, she is busy presenting a 
number of different activities. 
A professional development 
workshop for teachers entitled. 

Although admission to the 
7 p.m. performance on May 12 
is free, tickets are required, 
and seating is on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Tickets are 
available at the State Theatre 
Box Office located at 15 Liv- 
ingston Ave., New Brunswick, 
NJ 08901. For telephone ticket 
orders or information call the 
Box Office at (732) 246-7469. 
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 


The Housing Authority of the City of New Brunswick is 
requesting proposals from qualified Excavating, 
Landscaping Contractors to provide the following 
‘equipment and manpower on a daily basis for a peri- 
Od of time not to exceed twelve (12) days: 


One (1) Backhoe with Operator, one (1) dump-truck. 
one chipper, two (2) laborers, hand/or power rakes, 
Chain saws, and various landscape tools (i.e. shovels, 
Takes, power and hand pruners, brooms, et 


It is the intent of the Housing Authority to remove var- 
fous trees and shrubbery from the grounds of Robeson 
Village/Schwartz Homes (N.J. 22-1-2) and restore and 
seed the affected areas 


Hand carried or mailed proposals on Contractors let. 
lerhead will be received by the Housing Authority of 
the City of New Brunswick in their office at 18 Van 
Dyke Avenue, New Brunswick, New Jersey 08901, on 
Monday, May 24, 1999, at 11:00 a.m. prevailing time. 
Site inspections can be arranged by calling Ms. 
Andrea Eato at 732-745-5157 during normal business, 
hours. 


Performance Bonds are not required for this proposal 
Proposers are required to comply with the Insurance 
Requirements of the Authority and all requirements of 
PL. 1975 c. 127. 

The Authority reserves the right to reject any or all pro- 
Posals and waive any informalities thereto. The 
‘Authority reserves the right to reject any partial A. 
Posals. No proposal shall be withdrawn for a period 


requirements that the surety company be listed as 

approved as surely. į 

The Housing Authority reserves the right to reject any 

and all bids, waive any informalities in the bids 

received and to accept any bid which is deemed to be 

in the best interest of the Authority. The Authority may 

also award one or more contracts to one or more bid- 

ders. Bids will remain in force for a period of sixty (60) 

days after the date of the opening thereof, 

By Order of: 

Kevin Quince, Executive Director. 

Housing Authority of the City of New Brunswick 
$123.60 


NOTICE TO BIDDERS 


by the Housing Authority of the City of New Brunswick 
for General Contractors to Remove and Replace the 
Entry Canopy and perform Renovations to the Enty, 
Foyer, and Community Room of Hoffman Pavion 
(NJ. 22-4), FUNDED FROM THE Operating Budget 
FYE 99-2000 
Bids for the above will be received by the Housing 
Authority at its office located at 18 Van Dyke Avenue, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey at 11:00 a.m. prevailing 
lime, June 7, 1999 and will immediately be opened 
and read aloud. 


The Instructions to Bidders, Bid Form, General 
Conditions, Supplementary Conditions, Specifications. 


Baty (60) days subsequent othe opening of oes 
als without the jousing 
Authority 
The Housing Authority of the City of New Brunswick 
Kevin Quince, Executive Director 
$8284 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
CONFIRMATORY LBP TESTING 
(Laboratory Chemical Analysis) 

The Asbury Park Housing is requesting proposals 
from licensed and qualified firms for Confirmatory 
Lead Base Paint sampling with required laboratory 

chemical analysis by certified laboratory. 
Proposals will be accepted until 12 Noon on June 14, 
1999. 


If you are interested in providing these services please 

apply during business hours for a copy of the Request 

tor Proposal (RFP) at: 

Asbury Park Housing Authority 

1000 1/2 Third Avenue 

Asbury Park, New Jersey 07712 

908-774-2660 ext. 949 

The Asbury Park Housing Authority reserves the right 

to reject any and all proposals. 

We encourage minority business and firms to apply. 
$48.90 


NOTICE TO BIDDERS 


Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received 
by the Housing Authority of the City of New Brunswick 
for Furnishing and Installation of Window Guards and 
Related items in New Brunswick Homes (N.J. 22-3), 
funded from the Operating Budget FYE 99-2000. 
Bids will be jcek bij ihe Hou 
S Vin Dyke Avenue 
New Jersey at 1 1005. m. prevailing time, June 7, 1999 
and will immediately be opened and read aloud. 


19 Authority at its 


on fle during 
the business day, at the Housing Authoniy Office 
located at 18 Van Dyke Avenue, New Brunswick, New 
dersey Cops thareof may be obtained upon paying 
of Twenty Five Dollars 
(82500) for each complete sel, Dovani checks shall 
be made payable to the Housing Authority of the City 
of New Brunswick 
A PRE BID CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD ON 
MONDAY, MAY 24, 1999, AT 1:00 p.m. PREVAILING 
TIME IN THE COMMUNITY ROOM OF SCHWARTZ 
HOMES, DYKE AVENUE, NEW 
BRUNSWICK, NEW JERSEY. 
‘All required bids, certifications and other forms 
required to be submitted by bidders are to be prepared 


on the proposal forms found in the booklet, submitted 
in triplicate, and to the following amount: 
‘Amount of Bid 
up to $200,000.00 10960 Bid 
$200,000.00 up to $400,000.00 ^ $20,000.00 
‘over $400,000.00 5% of Bid 


Ali bonds used to satisfy the bid surety requirements 
must be issued by surety firms licensed to issue such 
bonds in the State of New Jersey and be listed in the. 
U.S. Treasury Circular No. 570 (T Listed Surety) and 
regardless of the method the bidder proposed to meet 
the bid surety requirements, it must also produce with 
the Bid a Consent of Surety written by a T-Listed 
Surety. Registry in the U.S. Treasury Circular #570 as 
a reinsurance company does not satisfy the foregoing 


HELP WANTED 


BRANCH OPERATIONS 
MANAGER 


MEDIQ/PRN, a provider of medical equipment on a rental 
basis, is seeking an individual to manage branch operations 
in the local area. College degree required. Skills include, 


and other Contract Documents will be on file during 
theb 


1 g 
ed at 18 Van Dyke Avenue, New Brunswick, New 
Jersey, Copies thero! may be obtained upon paying 

er of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for 
Peg Spon Deposit checks shall be made 
payable to the Housing Authority of the City of New 
Brunswick. 


A PRE BID CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD ON 
MONDAY, MAY 24, 1999, AT 11:00 A.M. PREVAIL- 
ING TIME IN THE COMMUNITY ROOM, SCHWARTZ 
HOMES, 18 VAN DYKE AVENUE, NEW 
BRUNSWICK, NEW JERSEY. 

All required bids, certifications and other forms 
required to be submitted by bidders are to be prepared 
on the proposal forms found in the booklet, submitted 
in triplicate, and to the following amount 


‘Amount of Bid 
up to $200,000.00 10% of Bid 
$200,000.00 up to $400,000.00 $20,000.00 
over $400,000.00 5% of Bid 


Ali bonds used to satisfy the bid surety requirements 
must be issued by surety firms licensed to issue such 
bonds in the State of New Jersey and be listed in the 
U.S. Treasury Circular No. 570 (T Listed Surety) and 
regardless of the method the bidder proposes to meet 
the bid surety requirements, it must also produce with 
the Bid a Consent of Surety written by a T-listed 
‘Surety. Registry in the U.S. Treasury Circular #570 as 
a reinsurance company does not satisfy the foregoing 
requirements that the surely company be listed as 
approved as surety. 

The Housing Authority reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids, waive any informalities in the bids 
received and to accept any bid which is deemed to be 
in the best interest of the Authority. The Authority may 
also award one or more contracts to one or more bid: 
ders. 

Bids will remain in force for a period of sixty (60) days 
after the date of the opening thereof. 


By Order of 


Housing Authority of the City of New Brunswick 


$137.83 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
PUBLIC HOUSING AUTHORITY 
AUDITOR 


The Housing Authority of the City of New Brunswick is 
seeking proposals from Public Accountants/Ceriified 
Public Accountants to perform the annual audit of the 
Low Income Housing Program and Section 8 
Certificate and Voucher Programs. 


Information packages will be available and can be 
picked up by all interested parties at the Housing 
Authority Office, 18 Van Dyke Avenue, New 
Brunswick, New Jersey. Proposals must be submitted 
in triplicate and must be received no later than 
Monday, May 24, 1999, right to waive any informality 
in any proposal, and to reject any and all proposals, 
and to accept such proposals and make such award 
‘as may be in the best interest of the Authority. 


Kevin Quince, Executive Director 
Housing Authority of the City of New Brunswick 


$47.80 


FREE PLACEMENT SERVICE 
NEVER A FEE!! 


Worklife Training Institute is pleased to announce its new 
‘computer training program focused on preparing workers 55 


CLASSIFIED/LEGALS 


ERE TO FIND CITY NEWS 


Fax legals to: 
908-753-1036 
24 hours a day 


IRVINGTON 

* Civic Square at City Hall 

° Springfield Ave. & Lincoln PI. Bus Stop 

* Springfield Ave. & Civic Sq. Post Office 

* Springfield Ave. & New St. Taxi 

* Springfield Ave. & Clinton Ave. Terminal 

* Springfield Ave. & Maple:St. 
(Dunkin Donuts) i 


* Arlington Ave. & Woodbine Ave: at Post Office 

* Clinton Ave. off W. Front St; @ Post Office 

* E. Front St. & Terrill. Rd. @ Dunkin Donuts 

* E. Fourth St. @ Plainfield Frain Station: - 

* Grove St. off of W. Front St. at "Church 

* Madison Ave, & W. 6th St. (Unemploymt Office] 
* North Ave. @ Plainfield Post Office 
* Park Ave. & Crescent Ave, @ Library 

* Park Ave. & Seventh St by Scott's Drug Store 
* Park Ave. & Fifth St:by Red Tower. 

* Rock Ave. off Myrtle St, at Pifd, Health Cti 

* South Ave. & Terrill Rd. € Drug Fair 

* South Ave. @ Italian Village Pizza 

* South Ave. & Leland Ave. @ Burger King 

* South Ave. € Netherwood Train Station. 
* South Ave. @ “Fhe House of Wash 
* W. Front St. @ White Star 
* Watchung Ave. & E: Sixth St. @. YMCA 
+ Watchung Ave. & North Ave. @ Plfd. Post Office 

* Watchung Ave. & E. 2nd.St. @corner stores. Watchung 
Ave. & E. Front St, @ biis stóp 


PLAINFIELD 


| EAST ORANGE 


“Central Ave. & Maple St. at Dunkin Donuts #1 
* Central Ave. & S. Clinton Ave. at corner 
* Central Ave. & Halsted St. (Auto Parts store) 
* Central Ave. & Halsted St. (Dunkin Donuts #2) 
* Central Ave. & S. Harrison St. 
Central Ave. & Evergreen St. 
* Main St. at Rickels 
* Main St. at. Diner 
* Main $t. & Lincoln St. at BMV 
* Main St. & N. Essex 
Y Main St. at Post Office 
* Main St. & Cleveland N. 
* Main St. & S. Day St. 
* Train Station 


ELIZABETH 
* Broad St. & W: Grand Stat Bus.Stop 
* Broad St. & W. Jersey St. at Bus Stop 
* Broad Sf. & Dičkersön Stat: McDonalds 
* Broad St. & Rahway Ave. at Court House 
* Elmora St: & W: Grand Ave. at, Dunkin Donuts 
*'George St. & DeHart Pl. at Dunkin Donuts 
* N- Broad St. & Rt; 27 at Post Office 
* Rahway Ave, at side of Court House 
* Rahway Ave. at Cultural- Ctr; & Bus Stop 


PATERS! 
* Broadway. St at Dunkin Donuts at € 
* Broadway St. & Memorial Dr, at Passaic College 
* Broadway St:& Resa Pk. Unemployment Office ` 
* Broadway St. & Madison Ave. at McDonalds i 
* Broadway Stat Hospital E 
* Broadway St. at “Last Corner” 
* Dill Plaza & Crosby PI. at Post Office 
* Market St. & Colt St. at McDonalds 
* Market St..& Columbus Pl. at City Hall 
* Market St. & Madison 
+ Market St. & Memorial Pi, 


_ * Cleveland St. & Main St, t 
* Main St. (Post Offic) = T, 
5 + No. Day St, & Main St. 


* Bergen | st al Family Health Care Center 
* Bergen St. at UMD Doctor's Office Center 
* Franklin St. off Broad St. at Main Post Office 
* 124 Halsey St d R St. at ; 
| Unemployment Offi 
Is Market St. & adioa St. at Park 
* Market St. & Halsey St. = 
* Market St, & Alling St. at Bus Sup 
* Market St. & University St. at Bus Stop 


+ University St, & New St, at University 
> ase. & p Ave. 


ON ICK | 4 
* Albany St, & Easton Ave. at Train Station 

* Albany $t. & Kellson St. at Pizza Hut 

* Somerset $t. & Wall St. at Rutgers Bus Stop 
* George St. & Liberty St. at Bus Stop 

+ George St. at Burger King 

* Kennedy Square at Post Office 

+ Kennedy Square at Municipal Building ^ 


* S Newark Axe. & it Ave; at ‘aa 
wark Ave, & aldwin Ave. at City Hall 


PICK uP YOUR COPY OF CITY NEWS AND READ — 


_ ABOUT 1 THE NEWS 


Plainfiel MES 


The Friends of Sleepy Hollow 6th Annual Garage Sale 


‘Sunday, May 16th 


Kean University in assoc. with 


THAT AFFECT YOU — 


HEALTHCARE 
GARAGE SALE cl — HELPWANTED — i 
| angora | 
CAREER 


COORDINATOR OF COUNTY ! 
SUPERVISORS OF CHILD STUDY 


Sleepy Hollow ar&a bordered by 7th Street, Hillside & Leland IN THE 
Aes Lh fot balloons. EALTHCARE FIELD! OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS 


SALARY $51,547.23 - $71,115.31 


REFERENCE #U-99-043-C04 
PO BOX 500 TRENTON, NJ 08625-0500 


disabilities preferred. 


n -enter the workplace. This program is a joint Rain or Shine 
strong communication, excellent computer ability and man- | | and older to re-enter t EM Curia D MI AVAILABLE 
‘agement experience. Responsibilities include supervising the NE pouei A ea ON AGING and the 9am. -4 p.m. ee owe ck eae a (4) POSITIONS 
ec aed at an vahig ide Biling/Coding & Pharmacy | | The four coordinators will coordinate the statewide 
ee RU Ne Wee Crux eee om AUDITIONS Teco PUE end cicero Suto a Owe Suk ao] | 
Bere NE ener oi edk Pauni Ma d 8748; to register cal 908-527-2161. | | arsure consistency in the completion of required activi- 
T eyni bpne | i AE rag ties. include; oversight of monitoring 
age, including 401(k), pension plans and tuition reimburse- | | « Receptionists + Cashier/Food Service Workers b i 
ment. Send resume and salary requirements to: MEDIC/PRN, | | « Clerical * Warehouse/Light Industrial RIC-CHARLES CHORAL PLACE YOUR 77: dope] Aroor cb. ain ý 
Decir of Operations, 255 Cox Steet, Rosalla, NJ 07203: | | * Daa Enty Tachnicians + Securiy Guards revi n ion: E. 
No phone cale or krea, plese, EOE M PacMan & Pec e ENSEMBLE, IN CLASSIFIED AD. || provai procedures, and corecive action pans| ^i 
HERE Candidates must have knowledge of state and federal 
It you are facing staffing challenges, please call us and we'll | | Solicits applications and auditions for Artistic Director and EN ie epus dd nee 
DIRECTOR be happy to matoh the right person o your open position members Soprano, Alo, enor or bass CALL ge Soca condones: sere «d i aq 
OFFICE OF INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS & PRACTICES | Youl be glad you called! call or write to: 908-754-3400 of special 
SALARY $62,475.14 - $84,833.00 PH: 908-322-3020 FX: 908-322-0370 ROCE USES ii De edücation. ich hci: BERI ipeo] 
WORK LIFE TRAINING INSTITUTE: PO. Box 2677 : experience. REQUIREMENTS: Master's degree in special| 
semi or o: (per 
Mou. ^ vari ee 341 SQUTH AVENUE Plainfield, NJ 07080 education or related field from an accredited college or| 
Wir. cod pisse ^ calci FANWOOD, NJ 07023 (973) 676-0005 908-753-1036 university. A New Jersey educational certificate issued by| 
à the State Board of Examiners and/or other professional, 
e RRURI DIE al recon iota SOCIAL SERVICES endorsement in Special Education, Teacher of the! a 
rs the READ Handicapped, Learning Disabilities Teacher 
evscomer, panana getan and apanlan Si the SUBSCRIBE THE ARC OF UNION COUNTY Consultant, Schoo! Psychologist or School Social 
goals, policies, procedures and work processes of the office t Send resume or apply at: Te Arc of Union County CITY NEWS Poe (9) years al Srpetenie paris roe d 
and the staff assigned. Requirements: Master's degree from luman Resources i i lucatic el : a 
an accredited college or university in education or related o 1225 South Ave., Plainfield, NJ 07062 AND dates ao, a epe n Longer i i 
'ssion i ication ‘ax: (908) 754-6817 assuranc ard resumes n , 
programe: beg tow yours cn ede or CITY NEWS HE CA GET THE | 1999. Arplcaions received aar closing dale wi be 
tantn E ossi DIRECT CARE STAFF: Full & Part Time position fees mitts A Boutin i not fled 
supervisory capacity. Please forward resumes no later than I C È kend shift don isidered if position is. 
May 21, 1999. Applications received after closing date may call including cvele and Weeke NEWS THAT| 
uam ides "uq web ume sps NM PERSONNEL DIRECTOR ; 
PERSONNEL DIRECTOR (908) 754-3400 assistance for residents in daily living skills. Previous NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION s 
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION experience working with adults with developmental USE REFERENCE #N-99-045-D033 E 
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